Homecoming Sunday
Nineteeth Sunday After Pentecost
Wooster School Celebration Weekend

October 4, 2026 » 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
St. James’ Episcopal Church

WELCOME HOME!
A Warm Welcome to All! St. James’ is especially delighted and blessed to welcome you to our beloved
church today and to welcome home The Rev. Michael C. Coburn. Rev. Mike served here as Curate from
1977-1979 and Rector from 1982-1998. This is the weekend of the Wooster School Centennial
celebration, the school that his grandfather, The Rev. Aaron Coburn, founded while rector of St. James’
from 1913-1928. We are honored to have Rev. Mike with us today, and all who are visiting St. James’
again or for the first time.

Assisted Listening Devices are available from an usher. Restrooms are located in the hallway through
the exit at the front left corner of the sanctuary. Visitors are invited to fill out a Welcome Card located in

each pew, drop it with an usher or put it in the collection basket. All are welcome to receive Holy
Communion in our church.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Prelude Carillon Selections, Kristin O’Connor Vece
Welcome and Announcements

You will need the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), the LEVAS Hymnal, and the Blue Hymnal for today’s
service, all located in your pews.

All stand as able.



Opening Hymn Praise to the Living God! Blue Hymnal #372

Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise Plenty Good Room (see cream colored insert)

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask,
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the lessons.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Then God spoke all these words:

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you
shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name.



Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God
is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to
us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do
not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do
not sin.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 19

Read responsively, changing at the *. Lector begins with 1% verse and congregation follows

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.

2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its
course.

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.



8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;*
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
in your sight,*
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians 3:4-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day,
a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, |
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. | want to
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have made
it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All stand as able.



10:00 a.m. only: Sequence Hymn

Thy Word
Words and Music by
Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith
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to the end
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:33-46

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to

other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:



‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Michael Coburn

Please stand, when directed.

The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form | BCP 383
The Leader and People pray responsively

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God,
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishops, Jeff and Laura, for the Reverends Mike, Gina, Carol, Michael, and Jim, and for all the
people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Danbury and neighboring towns, for every city and community, and for those who live in
them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For_the intercessions on our prayer list (include here), let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and
for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Please add your intercessions and thanksgivings, silently or aloud.

Celebrant adds concluding collect.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand as able.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Stewardship Address: Michelle Cummings
The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence BCP 376
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
10:00 a.m. only: Offertory Hymn  Great is Thy Faithfulness
Choral Setting by Jack Schrader
Chancel Choir
All stand as able.

Presentation Hymn From all that Dwell Below the Skies Blue Hymnal #380



The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Celebrant Lift up your hearts

People We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus LEVAS # 256
The people remain standing or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now



and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)
BCP 364
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All are invited to come forward for Communion. To receive a priestly blessing instead, please come
forward and cross your arms over your chest.

Communion Hymns
8 &10 a.m. Let us Break Bread Together on our Knees Blue Hymnal  #325
10:00 a.m. When | Survey the Wondrous Cross Blue Hymnal #474

All are seated.

Sending Forth of the Eucharistic Visitors [when applicable]

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, | send you forth bearing these holy gifts,
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

A Prayer for Those Worshipping Online

Celebrant Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the world, we believe that you are present in the Blessed
Sacrament of this altar. Even while some of us are unable to receive you in the elements of bread and
wine, we invite you to enter our hearts, fill us with hope, be present in every moment of our lives, and
never leave us comfortless. In your holy name we pray. Amen.

All stand as able.
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Closing Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn Ye Holy Angels Bright Blue Hymnal #625
Dismissal

Celebrant

People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude Toccata for a Celebration by Gene Clarke
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Copyright ©2022 Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.

MUSIC NOTES

The Hymn of Praise for the next few weeks was chosen to support the 2026 Stewardship Theme
(Plenty Good Room) which was suggested by the Episcopal Network for Stewardship. St. James’
Stewardship Committee has slightly modified the theme name but this song still presents our
stewardship ideas and what we, at St. James’, offer to the life of our community.

Kristin Vece will be playing our historic Ella T. Bulkley Carillon today. She will be presenting music from

9:30am-10am in honor of the Coburns and the founding of Wooster School. Rev. Aaron Coburn, (who
was the grandfather of Rev. Michael Coburn, our guest speaker today), was the rector at St. James’

when the carillon was installed/dedicated in 1928. Kristin will also be playing a few carillon pieces

following the 10am service. Stop by our Memorial Garden as you are coming and going to worship to

hear the carillon or listen in the sanctuary.

11



Assisting in Worship October 4, 2026
8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Michael Coburn
Music Director: Joanne F. Archibald
10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Michael Coburn
Music Director: Joanne F. Archibald

Ushers: Jim Beschle, Lew Westfall
Altar Servers: Jana Draper, Pat Pearson
Lectors: Denise Holl, Lyn Meyers
Intercessor: Deb Kaufman
Audio Tech: Russ Griemsmann
Financial Stewards: Dan Cox, Susan Parille
Flower Arranger: Christine DeMeglio
Flower Deliverer: Alvin Tuck

Parish Intercessions

Let us pray for all who are ill, in danger, or in sorrow, especially Ashley, Lucy, Jim, Jill, the Warren and
Hafner families, Stephanie, Heather, Helena, Lucy, Jill, Rosetta, Andrew and Warren, Paul, Coles,
Jack, Kim, Arthur, Michelle, Jim, Ashely, Scott and Isla, Brad, Christy, Isaac and Nathan, Lois, Ellen,
Robert, Cindy, Cynthia, Dickie, Elaine, Ed, Garry, Bob, Cathy, Bob, Mark, Sandy, Theo, Jim, Jamie,
Claire, Gabby, Cady, Freddie, Shirley, Jean, Jane, Ricky, John and Vivien.

We pray for peace, protection, and comfort for those affected by ICE raids in our cities. Help us to be
people of hope in prayer and in presence. We pray for all conflict in the Middle East, asking for wisdom
for leaders, safety for civilians, and a swift end to violence.

We pray for peace, protection, and comfort for those affected by conflict in the Middle East, asking for
wisdom for leaders, safety for civilians, and a swift end to violence.

Trinity, Torrington; Christ Church, Trumball; Trinity, Trumball. Creation Care Ministry Network,
Community Garden Ministry Network & eco-justice work in Province 1. All creatures great and small.
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil.
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For the intentions on our prayer wall: | pray for my mother and father.

For those celebrating birthdays this week: Karen Beaudry, Betsy Bergeron, Harold McCarthy.

The flowers on the altar this morning are in thanksgiving of Homecoming Sunday.

St. James’ Episcopal Church
25 West St., Danbury CT 06810 « (203) 748-3561
welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org * www.saintjamesdanbury.org

Worship Schedule

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist (Church & live-streamed)
Wednesdays Holy Eucharist: 9:30 am (Chapel)

Office Hours
Monday through Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Clergy, Wardens, & Staff

The Rev. Gina Gore, Rector
The Rev. Dr. Carole Johannsen, Affiliate Priest

The Rev. Dr. Michael Plekon, Affiliate Priest
The Rev. Dr. Jim Wheeler, Affiliate Priest
Joanne F. Archibald, Director of Music
Chris Basso, Parish Administrator
Garry Riordan, Sexton

Russ Griemsmann and Jim Beschle, Wardens

Scan this QR code to access our website and to make a donation:
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