Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8t, 2026
9:00 a.m.
St. James’ Episcopal Church

WELCOME
Please join us for the Annual Meeting
following the service!

A Warm Welcome to All! St. James’ is especially delighted and blessed to welcome you
to our beloved church today. Assisted Listening Devices are available from an usher.
Restrooms are located in the hallway through the exit at the front left corner of the sanctuary.
Visitors are invited to fill out a Welcome Card located in each pew, drop it with an usher or
put it in the collection basket. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in our church.



The Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Prelude Choral Prelude on “St. Anne” by Ernest A. Dicks
Welcome and Announcements

You will need the LEVAS hymnal for today’s service, located in your pews. If you'd like to
follow along in the Book of Common Prayer, page numbers are noted after “BCP”.

The peoples responses are in bold.

All stand as able.
Opening Hymn How Great Thou Art LEVAS #60
Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Collect for Purity

Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified LEVAS #216
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant
life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the lessons.
The Lessons
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 58:1-9

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to
know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake
the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near
to God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not
notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as
you do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that | choose, a day
to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and
ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is not this the fast that |
choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and
not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of
the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall
cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 112:1-9 BCP 755

Read responsively, changing at the *. Lector begins with 1 verse.

1 Hallelujah!
Happy are they who fear the Lord *
and have great delight in his commandments!



2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *

the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *

and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *

and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; *

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *

their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *

until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, *

and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will hold up their head with honor.

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 2:1-12

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of God
to you in lofty words or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. And | came to you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human
wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is
not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.
None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the
human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”— these things
God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we
may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.



Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

All stand as able.

Sequence Hymn | Love to Tell the Story LEVAS #64
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:13-20

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. “Do not think that | have come to abolish
the law or the prophets; | have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly | tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the
law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Gina Gore
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form |

The Leader and People pray responsively

BCP 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have

mercy."



For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of
all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Presiding Bishop, Sean, for our Bishops, Jeff and Laura, and for all the clergy and
people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this city of Danbury and its surrounding towns, for every city and community, and for
those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of St. James' and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one
another, and all our life, to Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

The Reader adds our Parish Intercessions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Ministers and People, standing or kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

All stand as able.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please greet one another in the name of the Lord.
All are seated.
Ministry Minute: Dorothy Day Food Service (3™ Friday of each month)
The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have

created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.

Offertory Anthem  They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love
Words and music by Peter Scholtes



All stand as able.

Presentation Hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness LEVAS #189
Stanzas 1 & 3

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you

People And also with you

Celebrant Lift up your hearts

People We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. [Celebrant adds a Proper Preface.]

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever say (?) this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people may kneel, as the Celebrant continues.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
10



him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death
into life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with Saint James and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
Celebrant and People
Lord’s Prayer (sung) LEVAS #264

The Breaking of the Bread
11



The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to come forward for Communion. To receive a priestly blessing, please
come forward and cross your arms over your chest.

Communion Music
Trust and Obey LEVAS #205
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms LEVAS #196

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion for those worshipping online

Celebrant  Holy Jesus, Redeemer of the World, we believe that you are present in the
Blessed Sacrament of this altar. Even while some of us are unable to receive you in the
elements of bread and wine, we invite you to enter our hearts, fill us with hope, be present
in every moment of our lives and never leave us comfortless. In your holy name we pray.
Amen.

Sending Forth of the Eucharistic Visitors [when applicable]

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, | send you forth bearing these holy gifts,
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’'s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

All stand as able.
Closing Prayer BCP 365

Celebrant Let us pray.
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Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn When We All Get to Heaven LEVAS #20
Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Postlude on “Darwall’'s 148th” by Ernest A. Dicks

*hkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkhkkhhkhkkkhkkhhkkhhkkhhkkkhkkkhkkkkk

Copyright ©2022 Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.
Offertory Anthem: ©1966, FEL Publications. Assigned to Lorenz Corp 1991. All rights reserved. Used with
permission. One License #A-729836

Please take home a copy of the new, weekly Parish Announcements.
If you are visiting us for the first time, WELCOME! We hope you will join us again soon.
Please feel free to introduce yourself to us or fill out a welcome card in the pews.

* Welcome Back, Joanne *
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MUSIC NOTES

Ernest Alfred Dicks (1865-1948), the composer of this morning’s prelude and postlude,
was an organist in Cheltenham, and also to the Royal Masonic Lodge. Both of these
pieces are based on familiar hymn tunes (see titles). Mr. Dicks published several
collections of organ arrangements, many of which | (Joanne) became familiar with while
researching public domain music for our 2020-2021 recorded services.

Assisting in Worship | February 8", 2026 ¢ 9:00 am
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Gina Gore
Music Director and Organist: Joanne F. Archibald
Ushers: Carolyn Flynn, Donna Tuck, Jim Beschle
Altar Servers: Harriet Arthur, Richard Arthur
Lectors: Jeanne Todaro, Perry Downs
Intercessor: Lyn Meyers
Audio Tech: Russ Griemsmann
Financial Stewards: Carolyn Flynn, Jehad Sabbagh
Flower Arranger: Denise Holl
Flower Deliverer: Dan Cox

Parish Intercessions

e Let us pray for all who are ill, in danger, or in sorrow, especially Judy, Jim & Jamie,
Ginny, George, Claire, Gabby, Cady, Freddie, the Beaudry Family, Ernie, Janet,
Shirley, Jean, Mark, Dan, Jane, Skip, Bruce, Ricky, John and Vivien.

e We pray for peace for the family of Beryl Rouse, grandmother of Jewell Thornton-
Smith, who passed away at 105 years old. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.

e We pray for peace for the people in the regions of South American, Middle East,
Iran, Europe, and Russia.

e For the intentions on our prayer wall:
For St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury; St. Luke’s, Glastonbury;
Church musicians: organists; choirs & choir directors; bands; community chorister
programs; parish & diocesan committees on liturgy, music & worship; Hong Kong
Sheng Kung Hui.

e For those celebrating birthdays this week: Harry Kuhn, Janet Brown, Skip Clapp.

14



Pastoral Care Support

Prayer Chain To add your name to the prayer chain contact Kathy Sabbagh at 203-748-
4042 or email kathysabba48@gmail.com.

Prayer List To add your name to the weekly bulletin prayer list, please call or email the
office at 203-748-3561,0r welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org.

Pastoral Support or a pastoral emergency, contact Rev. Gina Gore at 203-748-3562.
leave a confidential message or email ggore@saintjamesdanbury.org.
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In Case of an Emergency:
If there is a pastoral emergency, please reach out to our Rector, Rev. Gina at
203-748-3562.

St. James’ Episcopal Church
25 West St., Danbury CT 06810 * (203) 748-3561
welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org * www.saintjamesdanbury.org

Worship Schedule

Sundays Holy Eucharist: 8:00 am in (Chapel)
Choral Holy Eucharist: 10:00 am (Church & live-streamed)
Wednesdays Holy Eucharist: 9:30 am (Chapel)

Office Hours
Mondays (Office Angels): 9:30-1:30
Tuesdays and Wednesdays (Amy): 9:30-3:30

Clergy, Wardens, & Staff
The Rev. Gina Gore, Rector
The Rev. Dr. Carole Johannsen, Affiliate Priest
The Rev. Dr. Michael Plekon, Affiliate Priest
The Rev. Dr. Jim Wheeler, Affiliate Priest
Joanne F. Archibald, Director of Music
Amy Maloof, Parish Administrator
Garry Riordan, Sexton
Lyn Meyers, Senior Warden
Russ Griemsmann, Junior Warden
Beth Cox, Treasurer

Please note: Our main Church has an accessibility ramp. However, our smaller Chapel (used at
8:00 a.m. on Sundays and 9:30 a.m. on Wednesdays), is not wheelchair accessible.
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