The Letter of Saint James’
St. James’ Episcopal Church

The parish of St. James’ ministers to all people in the name of Jesus Christ.

July & August
WHERE ARE WE IN OUR TRANSITION PROCESS?

Here is the step by step process followed in ECCT(the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut). This is a Spiritual Process. We seek God’s will for the congregation. We
are not hiring an employee, we are calling a Priest, Pastor, and Spiritual leader. We
have moved through many of these steps already!
 Rector announces departure DONE
 Wardens notify bishop and arrange to meet with the Canon for Mission
Leadership (CML) to discuss state of the parish DONE
 Parish says thank you and goodbye as rector leaves DONE
 CML visits parish (presenting the Transition Process to the congregation, and
meeting with the Vestry) DONE
 Interim arrives DONE
 Transition Consultant (TC) appointed by Bishop, meets with wardens and
Vestry, plans retreat to select Transition Team members (usually 4
committees: Prayer, Discernment, Recruitment, Hospitality) DONE
 Transition Team is commissioned at Sunday services DONE
 TC works with Transition Team and Vestry to plan parish discernment
involvement in discernment work DONE
 Discernment Committee gathers data from congregational meeting(s) and
any other sources and begins discerning: What God is up to in the
neighborhood? How is parish called to participate more fully and faithfully in
this mission? Then: what kind of leaders does God need? – Answers to these
questions are then used to complete OTM, TMC forms and Transition page on
website. BEING FINALIZED
DISCERNMENT BEGINS TO TRANSITION TO RECRUITMENT
JOIN US ON SUNDAY JULY 14
11:15 am – 1:30 pm
Our Transition Consultant, the Rev. Bevan Stanley will join us once again,
as our Discernment Team presents their findings and asks for
parish feedback as the final profile is created.

A Few Pilgrimage Throughts - From your Interim Priest-in-Charge
(The difference between being a pilgrim and a
tourist: a tourist passes through the land, a pilgrim
allows the land to pass through her). A pilgrimage
to the Holy Land means visiting sites that for
centuries have been places where Christians
remember, recite, and honor the sacred stories
we hear in church every Sunday. One of the
holiest of Christian pilgrim sites in the world is
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

After more than 200 years of Christian persecution at the hands of the Roman
Empire, Emperor Constantine I rose to power and converted to Christianity. In the
year 313 CE, he issued the Edict of Milan legalizing Christianity and allowing for
freedom of worship throughout the empire. His mother, Helena, also was a follower
of The Way. While in her 80’s, she traveled the pilgrim’s walk to Jerusalem. There
she found a pagan temple built over (hiding) a site believed to have been where the
early Christian community held liturgical celebrations until the city was overtaken
by the Romans in 66 AD. That site was believed to encompass both Golgotha
(Calvery), where Jesus was crucified, and the tomb where he was buried. At her
urging, her son Constantine, excavated the pagan Temple and built the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, also known as the Church of the Resurrection. The Constantinian
church was much larger than the one that stands today. The city of Jerusalem has
been fought over, conquered, destroyed, re-built, and fought over again and again in
the past 1800 years. In many ways, this building is a living testimony to the state of
the Church, which has had to re-imagine over and over how the Resurrected Christ
lives on in this world.

Palestinian Christians are descendants from the first Christians – those who were
there when the Spirit fell among the crowd during Pentecost. And they were the first
to venerate the holy places, the actual stones, where Jesus walked, taught, healed,
was betrayed, and suffered until His death and resurrection. Those who remain in
our Holy Land are often called Living Stones because they continue to keep the
presence of the Resurrected Christ alive. A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is also an
invitation to us to become Living Stones in our own communities. How might our
buildings, our space, our surroundings, our stones, be more visibly alive with hope?

Rev. Lisa

A Journey through our Holy Land through Scripture and Pictures

Later this summer, Rev. Lisa will offer a pictorial journey for those who would like
to see and hear more about her pilgrimage. Stay tuned for details!

In the meantime, Bishop Suheil Duwani, Archbishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, sends his greetings so
that we can put a face to the name we added in our
Prayers of the People.

Archbishop Dawani met with our pilgrim group to share
the work of the Diocese of Jerusalem. The Diocese covers
Israel, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordon, and is in the
same Anglican Province as Iran – talk about Living Stones! He shared tories about
the three missions of the diocese: pastoral care, the institutions, and interfaith
reconciliation. The diocese owns and operates about 16 schools, two major hospitals
plus a number of clinics and several residential and outpatient institutions for those
with disabilities. As you can imagine, the Episcopal church is a small minority within
the small, struggling Christian minority in the Middle East. The schools and hospitals
are the visible and substantial way in which the church can share the ministry of
tolerance, respect for differences, and reconciliation. They welcome all, regardless of
ethic, religious, or economic background. Muslim families pay tuition to attend
Episcopal schools because of the values their children are taught. We should be
extremely proud of this work. It’s the part of our family in our Holy Land that we can
support through prayer and gifts.

And finally, from the Pilgrims’ Blog (additional pilgrim reflections found on
Diocesan website)

Here I Am, Lord
So many “thin places” – experiences where the veil between heaven and earth is so
thin, that the power and feel of Divine Presence breaks my heart open. In the Church
of the Agony, the Garden of Gethsemane, reflecting on Jesus’ plaintiff prayer, “Not
mine that will be done” a group of pilgrims from the Philippines began a worship
service around the altar. Their offering song (in English!): “I the Lord of Sea and
Sky.” Tears sprang up in my eyes. That song, “I have heard your people cry,” that
“yes” to God’s invitation, “Here I am Lord, is it I Lord, I have heard you calling in the
night” …that beckoning into an unknown life … “I will go Lord if you lead me, I will
hold your people in my heart” … coming from Jesus’ own agony and Jesus’ own trust,
into my own heart once again … and so much more deeply than ever before. (Lisa
Hahneman)

Growing in Faith Ministry – from Jean Todaro
We had a wonderful Spring program this year. I’d especially like to thank Denise and
Jeff for faithfully leading our Dwelling in the Word Bible Study every Monday
evening. I’d also like to thank Karen and Mimi for pulling together the movie night
where we saw the Green Book. Rev. Lisa led a truly inspirational Lenten quiet day
that included a labyrinth. I’m so thankful to have had so many people to help us have
a vibrant journey together towards Jesus.
And the year is only half done! We have a book study this summer and it’s not too
late to join. We will read “Waking Up White”, by Debby Irving. This book shares
Debby’s story as she became aware of the privileges she has taken for granted
simply because of the light color of her skin and how her “waking” has moved her to
work to change the system. In this way we are joining in the national conversation
about racial reconciliation. We plan on two study groups with meeting times to be
determined by those who sign up and hope to have a facebook study group too.
Keep an eye on the calendar for times if you didn’t sign up but want to join in.

Over the summer we will be planning other opportunities to grow in faith for the
Fall season. The Bible Study group has been enjoying Dwelling in the Word, and you
can look for that to resume after the summer break.

Confronting the Slave Trade in our Back
Yard: Pilgrimage July 13

Our Diocesean-wide Racial Healing, Justice, and
Reconciliation Ministry Network is organizing
pilgrimages as opportunities for Episcopalians in ECCT
to participate in the Season of Racial Healing, Justice,
and Reconciliation. The next opportunity is Sat.July
13, Brooklyn CT and Providence RI. Meet up at
Trinity Church, Brooklyn at 9 a.m. and take a short bus
trip to Old Trinity Church, Brooklyn, built by enslaved
persons; then travel to Providence RI by bus for a twohour walking tour of the city with the Center for Reconciliation to learn
more about the international slave trade. $65/person, lunch is NOT included;
please bring your own. For more information and the online registration link,
please contact Rev. Lisa at ldhahneman@sbcglobal.net.
A second pilgrimage is being planned for this November, a Saturday/Sunday
to the National Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C. Details to follow.

Bulletin Boards: In giving up Bulletin Boards for Lent, we sought to understand
what you would miss, and thus what you want to know more about. Now is the time
for our various ministries to re-create your information hubs. If you want anything
that was saved from your former bulletin board, please talk with Jeanne Todaro. We
also decided that it would be good to have an Events and Sign Ups bulletin board
with all the events and sign ups in one place, so it’s easily accessible. These will be
the bulletin boards across from the lower level restroom nearest the sanctuary. Be
sure to check them out in the coming weeks as we start to use them.

Meals on Wings Ministry – a reminder from Shirley Ferrarone

I would like to remind everyone about our Meals on Wings ministry. We have
wonderful volunteers who offer to provide meals to parishioners in times of need.
This can be for those who are ill following a hospital stay, surgery, injury, birth of a
baby or just when you need a little help. Please let us help. Call Shirley Ferrarone.
203-748-6392. Also, we welcome additional volunteers.
People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?”
One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are
the After People.

Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
. . . after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls out of your life.
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay
come crashing in on you.
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to
your new home.”
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house
suddenly seems empty.
. . . after the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you
still need to talk it out.
If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry or would like to talk to a
Stephen Minister please contact Janet Brown (203-798-1023) or Jeff Chowanec
(203-610-7490) our Stephen Leaders.

Thank you for your continued support of El Hogar!
“Great things are achieved by a series of small things brought together.”
Erika Skafel, Coordinator of North American Relations for El Hogar.

We are accomplishing a great thing here at
Saint James’ as our individual members
consider what small contribution we can
each make toward the support of our
student, Maria de Jesus Roque. At this
writing, we have raised $4800 of the
$5400 needed to support Maria for
2019! This ten-year-old girl is blessed by
our support. We, in turn, are blessed
knowing that we are responding to God at work in our hearts.
As our sacred scriptures tell us, “If anyone with earthly
possessions sees his brother in need, but withholds his
compassion from him, how can the love of God abide in him?”
1 John 3:17
This year El Hogar celebrates 40 years of service to children
and families in Honduras. Thousands of students have passed
through their doors for an education that otherwise would
have been impossible. Students who have graduated from El
Hogar enter the world with greater optimism and
opportunity. That is precisely our prayer, hope and
dream for Maria.

Honduras is a very beautiful, but poor and dangerous
country. The children of El Hogar are truly wonderful and
worthy of our help. Going forward, El Hogar will continue
help one child at a time, like Maria, but now they are also
beginning to engage with the mothers, families, and
neighborhoods surrounding their school. Their work is
focused on breaking the cycle of poverty that brings kids to El
Hogar in the first place. Our goal in working together is to
make El Hogar a clear alternative to the Caravans
by providing children with education and job skills, while
also helping to make their communities healthier and safer places to live.

Core financial support for the children of El Hogar is from Episcopal churches like
Saint James’ Episcopal Church in Danbury. Prayerfully consider if God is calling you
to make a contribution so that we can meet our full commitment for 2019. We only
have $600 to go! Please make your check to Saint James’ with EL HOGAR in the
memo. Thank you! Questions? Contact Christine.dimeglio@yale.edu
St

James Vestry Notes 5/28/2019
The following were in attendance:
Joe Walkovich
Warden
Janet Brown
Warden
Linda Spaziani
Treasurer
Sandi Nichols
Clerk
Class of 2020
Suzie Sarkisian
Beth Cox
Class of 2021
Lyn Meyers
Jeanne Todaro
Carolyn Flynn
Class of 2022
Deborah Kaufmann
Jehad Sabbagh
•
•
•
•

•

•

Call to Order - meeting was called to order
Opening prayer – was said by Lisa
April Vestry minutes were approved, 1st by Joe and 2nd by Susie, all agreed.
Brief Reflection on Clergy Conference/Faith Formation –
o Lisa gave a brief overview about the Clergy Conference and the
discussions that were held during the conference.
o Faith Formation will be reading “Waking Up White” – We discussed ideas
for those who would like to participate, but may be away on vacation or
just not able to make it that day. The thought was to create a Facebook
group and all could post comments. Jeanne is looking more into this.
Transition Update o Discernment meeting update – The team is in the process of conducting
the focus groups and all is going well. We will be having our last 2 focus
groups after both 8am and 10am Sunday services on 6/16/19. We are
hoping this will involve all that have not had the chance to be part of any
of the other focus groups and want to. The team will then gather all of the
feedback and pull it into one document for all.
Committee/Ministries
o Property /Building & Ground Update:
 Ricky has asked for some help with resetting the automatic timer
on the front lights.
 Allan asked if Linda can let the committee know how much money
is in the Memorial Garden Fund. He is considering what he might
be able to spend for plants this year beyond what he usually







contributes himself. It was discussed and asked if B &G could
come up with a long term plan we could take a look at.
Sarracco Mechanical Services has refunded $642.72 to St. James’.
Apparently, sometime in 2018 a service that they had performed
on the water boiler had been billed and payed for twice. This
came to light when they submitted "Past Due Bill" for an annual
service that they were no longer contracted to perform. When
asked to check their records, they realized their mistake.
Next Tuesday morning, June 4th. The Krueger Company is
scheduled to replace a deteriorating domestic water line in the
crawl space of the Parish House. Water will need to be shut off in
the building for several hours while this repair is made. They will
do this work on a time and material basis with an estimated cost
for the work of $1,200. A $600 deposit has been paid for the work
to proceed. (For comparison, The Otto Company provided a fixed
cost proposal of $2,280 for this same work.)
Regarding the deteriorating Lounge fireplace chimney, the stucco
on the chimney above the roof line has been falling off. Previously,
we received a proposal to remove all loose stucco and install new
wire lath and stucco on the chimney above the roof line from ANG
Construction for $6,800. We received another rough estimate
based on photographs I sent them ranging from $8,000 to $12,000.
Since then, we received a quote from "Allied Corp.", a company
that specializes in chimneys, who gave us a quote with 3 options.
(Bill Hutchinson had used this company at his house and had been
pleased with the results.) The technician who came to the site
suggests that moisture within the chimney possibly from the top
or from the flue is causing the faces of the brick to fail, pushing the
stucco off. His feeling is that installing new stucco would be a
temporary fix and it would continue to fail. The 3 options he
proposed is as follows:
• a. Decommission the chimney removing the portion above
the roof and capping it off. $3,600.00

•

•

b. Remove the chimney down to the roof line and install an
approximately 15 foot long section of stainless steel flue
with cap and weather guard. (the fireplace will still
function) $6.000.00
c. Remove the chimney down to the roof line and rebuild
the chimney from the roof line up with new brick and terracotta lining to the existing height and install a stainless
steel cap and weather guard. $10,500.00.

A motion was made by Janet and 2nd by Lyn to decommission the
chimney. All agreed. Carolyn will let Gary know and to please thank
Gary and Allan for their help.

A request by The Red Cross to host a Blood Drive at St. James - A
discussion was had and a Saturday in July might be good. All
agreed. Lisa will reach out to The Red Cross and see what would
be a good date.
 A request came in from Appletree Day Care to use our church
playground – A discussion was had about safety, liability, code
standards, parking etc... The Day Care would give a $150 a month
donation to use the playground M-F for 1 to 2 hours a day. A
Motion was given by Linda and 2nd by Lyn to have Lisa move
forward and find out more.
 Prayer Wall Upkeep – A few have complained about the condition
of the Prayer Wall and have asked us to take it down. A discussion
was had and we will redo the chalk board paint as upkeep. Joe will
contact the sign guy.
 A motion was requested – Any Buildings and Grounds work
done that exceeds $500 is considered Capital Improvement.
The motion was 1st by Jean and 2nd by Lyn. All agreed.
Director of Religious Education –
o Kerry’s last day will be 6/9/19. A discussion was had about what we
would like to get her as a thank you gift. One gift was decided to be a
framed photo of St. James’ and something else.


•

•

•

•

•
•
•

o A discussion was had about if we want to find someone to replace Kerry
or can the members of St. James’ take this on ourselves. The decision was
made to discuss further over the summer what our next steps will be.
Upcoming Region/Diocesan Events –
o A reminder about Safe Church Training is 6/1/19. If you can, please bring
something for a breakfast snack, as there will be about 50 people there.
o ECCT Annual Convention – 10/26 – 10/27 - A discussion was had about
our two delegates, Dan and Marion, and that we need to have an alternate
in case one is unable to make it. Joe motioned that we should ask Mimi
and Carolyn 2nd. All agreed.
Old Business –
o Rev Lisa will be away on the ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 6/9 thru
6/23. The Rev Marilyn Anderson will be our Supply Priest.
o The Rev Bevan Stanley (Transitions Consultant) will be joining us on
6/16/19 for both services.
o The Rev Norman Schmidt will provide pastoral coverage
(hospitalizations/deaths) if needed while Lisa is away.
New Business (for next month’s agenda) –
o Update our Mission Statement (both for webpage information for
clergy discerning a call to St. James’ and to focus our own transition
conversations)? Discernment Chair Chris Kuell offered this as a draft for
Vestry consideration: Saint James’ Church proclaims the Good News,
embraces Episcopal traditions, and ministers in the name of Jesus Christ.
We are dedicated to providing food shelter, clothing and compassion to
those in need. We are open and affirming, growing in faith through
worship, stewardship and education.

Next Vestry Meeting will be 6/18/2019
Closing Prayer - The closing prayer was said by all
Meeting adjourned

We Know the Great Love and Devotion our Members Have
or God’s Mission and our Life Together – so . . .

Please make sure you remember St. James’ in the summer. If you are out and
about vacationing and enjoying the nice weather you might miss a pledge
payment or two. We ask that you try and keep your pledge current as we do
have monthly commitments that need to be made. An easy way to do this and
NEVER get behind is to set up automatic payments from your banking
institution to the church. They will cut a check and mail it directly to the
office based on the frequency you tell them.
As of May 2019 we are $16,000 behind in pledge so if you are behind
anything you could do to get caught up would be greatly appreciated. If there
is a pastoral issue that is not allowing you to keep up with your commitment
please reach out to Rev. Lisa.

Monthly Mission Envelopes
JULY MISSION - Laundry Love
AUGUST MISSION - UTO

Look for a Mission Envelope in Your Sunday Bulletin
Or mail a check to the Parish Office
with LAUNDRY LOVE or UTO in the memo line

Friday with Friends Continues Throughout the Summer
July 5 and August 2

For August’s FwF, please know that Jehad & Kathy Sabbagh have graciously offered
to host Friday with Friends at their house (98 Deer Hill Ave, Danbury CT) on Friday
August 2nd. Please bring an appetizer to share and a beverage. Feel free to bring a
bathing suit and towel as well."

The ministry of the people of St. James’ Episcopal Church
is led by the Wardens and Vestry
and assisted by the Clergy and Staff.
Wardens
Joe Walkovich
Janet Brown
Treasurer
Linda Spaziani
Clerk
Sandra Nichols
Vestry
Class of 2022
Deborah Kaufmann
Jehad Sabbagh
Gary Rogers
Class of 2020

Beth Cox
Susie Sarkisian
Victoria Woody

Class of 2021
Carolyn Flynn
Lyn Meyers
Jeanne Todaro

ECCT ConventionDelegates
Dan Cox & Mimi Herald

Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dr. Lisa D. Hahneman. Tel. Ext. 14
ldhahneman@sbcglobal.net
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
Dilsa Quade. Tel. Ext .10
welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org
Director of Music
Joanne F. Archibald. Tel. Ext. 16
joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org
Sexton
Jose Lopez Sanz

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER – July & August 2019
"I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions and thanksgivings be
made for everyone"
I Timothy 2:1

Each month in our newsletter we include part of our alphabetical listing of the
members of our congregation in the Parish Cycle of Prayer. This month you are
asked to hold the following members in your prayers:

Katie & Ryan Beaudry & Family; Richard Becker; Kim Malara & Betsy Bergeron
Deidra & James Beschle & Family; Lloyd & Patricia Best; Agnes Uvanga
Cathleen Blasco; Robert Bloss; George Bogart & Jana Draper
Mildred Boughton; Allan & Janet Brown; Mary Lou Brown
Rita Butler; Jeffrey & Nicole Callan; Mimi Herald; Rev. Lisa Hahneman
Suzanne Carley; Valentina Carrasquillo; John & Vivien Cheeseman
Jeffrey Chowanec; Charles & Linda Clapp; Stephen & Amanda Huntley
Robert & Laura Consiglio & Family; Tiwana Council, Beth & Dan Cox & Family
James Cooks; Michael & Pamela Cummings; Wendy DaCosta; Danielle Franco
Kathleen Dannenhoffer; Karen Davidson; Ruth Davis; Jeffrey & Denise Day
DeStefano Family; Barbara DeVeaux; Anthony & Nanci DiPerrio; Emily Disney
Joe Dobbins; Bridgett Downer; Roderick & Alexandra Edwards
Elizabeth Egan; David & Marcella Emerito; Margaret Emerito
Sean & Rebecca Fanning & Family; Anne Felizardo, Eugene & Shirley Fernekes
Shirley Ferrarone; Randall & Elizabeth Fescoe; Joseph & Sally Fiorita
Etura Fleming; Robert & Carolyn Flynn; Jason & Meghan Flynn & Family
Marcia Folderauer; Scott & Dawn Ford; Lorraine Sautner
Helen Gallo; Theo Gammie; Wayne & Doreen Geist; Tancy Gemza; Madeline Franco
Francis & Judith Toth; Carole Conaway; Lillian Heering
Frank Giarratana & Family; Melissa & Nicholas Gieda & Family; Doreen Gilliland
Vanessa Grant & Family; Scott & Michelle Grayson & Family
Barbara Greene; Russell & Judith Griemsmann; Karen Haddad; Dianne Fleischer
Cheryl Harewood; Ernest Harrington & Lyn Meyers; John Morris
Linda Harrison, Mark & Kathryn Harrison & Family; Jean Hassen
John Hofmann; Denise Holl; Edward Manuel & Catherine M. Thompson
William & Vicki Hutchinson; Linda Immarigeon; Delores Ireland; Lillian Heering
Catherine Jaber-Kreiger; Edith Janesky; Carl & Susan Johnson; Catherine Johnson
Amanda Johnson; James Johnson; Robert Johnson; Robert & Leslie Johnson
Deborah Kaufmann; Denise Kaufmann; Carol Kelly; Margaret Kelly
Yvonne Kiddoe; Nancy Kinkade; Nancy Haplin; Stephen & Amanda Huntley & Family
Clair Rundhaug; Sandra Nichols; Christopher Kuell & Cristine DiMeglio

