The Letter of Saint James’
St. James’ Episcopal Church

The parish of St. James’ ministers to all people in the name of Jesus Christ.

May & June Newsletter

A Mother’s Day Prayer to Honor all Women

Gracious God, on this day of celebrating your love, we lift up to you those women
who have given us life, those who have loved us, those who have blessed us,
those who have taught us, and those who have cried for us, on our behalf. For
some, that would be our mothers. For others, perhaps it would include a sister,
an aunt, a grandmother, or a dear and cherished friend. May your blessing pour
out upon all of those beautiful, strong women who have been role models for us
along our journey. For in them, O God, we have seen a glimpse of your very own
image: love that is both gentle and fierce, both strong and humble, both kind and
true. Thank you for the gift of women who have taught us to know you more
fully. And finally, God of all mercy, for all who are missing their mothers whom
they love and yet see no longer, console them as they mourn and fill their hearts
with gratitude for the love shared. We offer our grateful hearts in the name of
your Son. Amen.

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Sunday May 12 between our 8 & 10 am services
All our welcome as we celebrate the Mothers in our lives. Plan to stay after the 8
am service or come early before 10 to be part of this special day. If you are
available to assist with the meal preparation, please contact Dan Cox or Jehad
Sabbagh.

ECW ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY BAKE SALE
Calling all bakers! ECW is holding its annual bake sale on Mother’s Day, May 12
in the Parish Hall and is looking for donations to make this happen. Please drop
off your cakes and cookies in the Parish Hall before the 8 am or 10am service.
Baked goods will be sold after services. Proceeds from the bake sale enable us
to continue our blanket, bears and pillows project throughout the year.

From your Interim Priest-in-Charge
What’s up with all of this conversation going on around Saint
James’? Discernment Team focus groups and Financial
Feasibility interviews, Laundry Love collaborative planning
meetings, buildings and grounds gatherings with energy
auditors and a Cooperative Power Alliance, Diocesan Spring
Training workshops with 400 Episcopalians around Connecticut
talking with and learning from each other. The list goes on.

The word “conversation”, or dialogue, means simply to engage another in an effort
to seek greater understanding. A similar word is “rapproachment”, which means in
effect: walking side by side. It is a word that epitomizes God’s magnificent character,
as well as God’s actions toward us, and provides a guide for us as well. Former
Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, once said that “we cannot speak of God
unless there is some agreed upon basis upon which the divine reality can be
established.” And so, we at Saint James’ are in the midst of a wonderful conversation
as we seek to find that common ground. What are we looking for in our next Rector?
More importantly, we are seeking to lean into what is God up to in our midst, and
how are we to join in that work?

How do we learn how to engage in this conversation? As Christians, we gather in
community worship to learn how to see God in the world about us. We gather to
hear God’s words unfold to help us understand that each person who enters into our
world of reality is someone God created and loves. Through such learning, we can
begin to encounter the “other” as someone who mutually shares God as Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer. As we strive to simply accept that wonderful reality, then
we begin to take the other seriously as a brother or sister in Christ in such a way
that our encounter leaves room for Christ’s presence to be made known in a new
and deeper way.
The struggle with conversation is that if it truly is to be mutual, if the listening to
and learning from becomes two-way, then we find ourselves becoming open to the
ability to act in a way that brings change. And change is always frightening. But, as
we are witnessing, this conversation is also energizing, exciting, uplifting. In walking
side by side with each other, we cannot try to call ourselves back to where we were,
and we cannot try to call others to where we, individually, are, as beautiful as that
place might seem. We must have the courage to walk with each other to a place that
none of us has ever seen before. Because, chances are, that is where God will be
most present!

The Discernment Team

(Part ONE of our Transition team)
Judy Griemsmann Ernie Harrington Linda Harrison
Cheryl Harewood
Chris Kuell – Chair
Jill Kuhn
Karen Montecalvo
Donna Tuck
Victoria Woody (Vestry Liaison)

We want to hear your thoughts, hopes and dreams that will lead us to our next
Rector. Please consider attending one of our Ministry Committee’s focus groups in
May, even if you are not a member of a committee. These focus group conversations
will be held:

 Sat. May 18, 10 am (for ECW).
 Wed, May 22, 7 pm (for Mission).

All meetings – with the exception of this Tuesday, see note below – will be in the
Parish Hall. And don’t worry—if you miss these, there will be larger focus groups
after both the 8 and 10 am services on Sunday, June 16. Don’t miss this opportunity
for your voice to be heard.
We request you consider the following questions in preparation:

 How is Saint James’ doing in meeting your spiritual needs?
 What do you want as a member of Saint James’?
 What do you like about Saint James’?
 What characteristics are you looking for in a new rector?
 Does Saint James’ need a full-time rector?

Now HERE is where your real theological imagination comes into play:

It’s 2022 and our new rector has been with us for three years. Describe
our parish’s three most exciting, energizing, significant accomplishments.
More people and more money CANNOT be on the list.

Laundry Love
So you’ve heard about Laundry Love for the past few months and are still curious.
You’ve seen the brochures that explain what it is and how we plan to begin a
collaborative effort with 11 other faith communities in the Danbury area. So it’s
time for an update. Teams have been researching area laundromats and potential
clients who are in need of assistance to have clean clothes to wear in order to
find/hold jobs or be welcomed by classmates in school. The plan is to begin with a
Laundry Love event once a month and see how it develops. More details will follow
when we have established a partnership with a laundromat. Each of the
participating 12 faith communities has pledged $100 a month to fund the initiative.

The big question now is: HOW CAN I HELP? Thank you for asking. There are 4 ways
you can help.

1. You can donate used sneakers and shoes to an organization known as Got
Sneakers. There is a large box in the sanctuary with the label, Got Sneakers
on it. For each pair of sneakers or other shoes donated that are in wearable
condition (no holes), we will receive $1.00. Shoes should be tied together to
facilitate separating them when they reach their destination. Shoes will be
sent to schools and other organizations in developing countries. All sizes are
acceptable. So, you can donate, as can your children or grandchildren.
Single shoes are not accepted.
2. You will find on the table at the back of the church, a purple laundry jug with
a Laundry Love label on it. We ask that you drop your loose change in it as
you enter or leave the church on Sunday. Please feel free to drop in dollar
bills or a check (made out to St. James’ with a notation Laundry Love on it).
3. Money donated to the Lenten Love Offering boxes will help St. James’ start
the Laundry Love fund. If you did not pick up a Love Offering box, you may
write a check and put it in an envelope and drop it in the offering plate (made
out to St. James’ with Laundry Love indicated in the notation).
4. You may also consider volunteering at some of our Laundry Love events. We
are seeking volunteers who will greet our clients and direct them through the
laundromat, helping them start the machines once clients have identified
which ones they will use and have put their laundry in the machines.

We hope you will pray on these ideas which require little of your time, talent and
treasure, but will go a long way in bringing the kingdom of God closer to our
neighbors in need of financial assistance, dignity and a friendly neighbor. By
sharing what you have, you will be walking The Way of Love as you live out our
baptismal covenant.

Worship Committee

Words are not enough to thank all of those who put their time and talents to aboveand-beyond work and helped create a meantinful Holy Week. Choirs, Acolytes,
Chalice Bearers, Ushers, Altar Guild, Lay Readers, and Healing Ministers! We are
always looking for those who are interested in participating more actively IN
worship and/or on the Worship Committee. Your time and talents are always
appreciated.
Deborah Kaufmann, Chair

Growing in Faith

We are working to put together a movie night for adults in early June, so keep your
eyes peeled for more information. We had a great time at the last one, which was a
wonderful uplifting movie called All Saints. I’d highly recommend it.

Monday nights at 6:30 PM we meet in the choir room and have lively discussions
about how our Sunday readings impact us today. It’s a great way to go beyond the
Sunday sermon and really delve in. We use a study process called dwelling in the
word that anyone can do. All are welcome to come any weeks you want. Each week
we start a new discussion.
Lastly, I’d like to explore the idea of a remote study of some kind, perhaps a book. I
know that it can be very difficult or even impossible to join a study group at a set
time and place, and yet a yearning to be closer to God calls to you and you want to
share the journey with people you know. With more and more study being done
online, it seems like something worth trying out. If this exploration sounds
appealing to you, please contact me at todaroj@aol.com.
Jeanne Todaro, Chair

Hospitality Committee
The Hospitality Committee is always looking for new members! We try to take the
perspective of an outsider looking into St. James’. What about our church is
welcoming? What needs improvement? How can we reach out to visitors?

Here’s one idea: Do you have a little time to spare on a beautiful day? Bring your
own chair, (refreshments to share are optional) and chat with the people who write on
the Prayer Wall. This is a great way to reach out to the community and take
advantage of the gift of our downtown location.

We usually meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7 pm in the library. The
meeting for May will be rescheduled due to vacation. Stay tuned.
Thank you! Beth Cox, Chair

Religious Education for Children and Youth
These past four years at St. James’ as Director of Religious Education have been truly
wonderful and you are all family to me. It is with great sadness that my last day at St.
James’ will be at the end of the school year on June 12th. I made this decision based
on the need to spend some extra time with my family, as well as balancing working
at an additional workplace.
I would like to thank all of you for your support in me during my time here,
especially Rev. Lisa with your guidance and encouragement. I have gotten to know
many of you and I have enjoyed so many terrific conversations and visionary ideas
from you. No one is an island and without your help, I could not have done what I
have done during my time at St. James’.

I have enjoyed my time working with the children and youth at St. James’. I have
seen the Pre-Confirmation class become confirmands, then Youth Group members,
and then continue on their own journey to college and beyond. These are an
amazing group of young adults that are ready to make their mark on the world. I
have seen the children grow in leaps and bounds in Godly Play with their
knowledge, enthusiasm, and energy as well as see them flourish in the Church
School Choristers and Camp Jubilation. They are amazing as well. I am so glad that I
got to be a part of their journey here at St. James. Many thanks to the Godly Play
parents and doorkeeper assistants for supporting what I do in the classroom.
There are so many people to thank individually and I will be having those
conversations during the remainder of my time here. I thank you all from the
bottom of my heart and I promise to keep in touch.
Blessings and Peace- Kerry Santoro

Please Join us Sunday June 9 (Penteocost Sunday)
to celebrate the many gifts of the Holy Spirit
among us, including Kerry’s care for our children.
Attention Parents/Children/Youth:
Jubilation Camp is on hiatus this summer
Due to transition and staff needs, we have decided NOT to offer this opportunity this
summer. In the meantime, families with children stay tuned for opportunities
geared to your faith needs!

CHOIR RECOGNITION SUNDAY will be June 9th. The dedication of our Chancel
Choir, St. James' Ringers and Choristers will be highlighted with special music.

SUMMER PICK-UP FAMILY CHOIR will begin on Sunday, July 14th. Please come to
the choir room at 9:20 for warm-up and to "pick up" an easy anthem or hymn to sing
at 10am worship on the same day. This is a great opportunity for those who would
like to sing with the choir occasionally but are not able to during the school year.
This is also the first year we are trying a family choir. Join us for one, two or more
Sundays. Your choice!

Is God Calling YOU to Co-Sponsor Maria de Jesus
Roque, Our Student in Honduras?
The website for the Episcopal Church of Connecticut has a
simple and beautiful description of God’ Mission, part of which
reads: God co-missions us in baptism to participate in
God's mission of restoration and reconciliation.

We may ask, how do we join God, participating in his mission?
The web site goes on to say, Wherever, and whenever, the restoring, reconciling
love of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit breaks into the world to “make all
things new", there is God’s mission.
Here at Saint James’ we carry our participation in God’s mission to our neighbors,
wherever they are found! Some people ask, why support a child in Honduras, when
we have problems close at hand? We know how to answer – God himself tells us
who to serve, as Psalm 10:14 so beautifully affirms: You, God, see the trouble of
the afflicted. You consider their grief and take it in hand. The victims commit
themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless.
We are one parish, supporting one child, which we have faithfully accomplished
since January 2017. We are swiftly closing the gap on our yearly pledge of $5400 to
support Maria’s life at El Hogar, in Honduras. As many of you know, Maria is now 10
years old and has been living at El Hogar since she was six. Maria and her sister
Hilda were found wandering through a village in search of their mother, who had
left home to get medical care for their baby brother, and was never seen again. God,
in his mercy, brought these children to El Hogar, which now provides them with a
loving home, an education, and spiritual formation.
We cannot solve all the problems in Honduras, but we can solve one problem in
Honduras: we can ensure that Maria has our prayers and our financial support for
2019. It is our hope, our prayer, our commitment that Maria grows to live an
independent, healthy, safe, productive life in Christ.

We need $1000.00 more to meet our commitment for 2019. All gifts of any size
are lovingly received and gratefully accepted. Speak with God today and ask him
what he expects of you. If God moves you to be part of his mission in this way,
make your donation by check to St. James Episcopal Church and put El Hogar in
the memo. If you have any questions, or would like to be more involved in this
ministry, contact Christine DiMeglio (203-730-8884, Christine.dimeglio@yale.edu).

Rapid Study Financial Feasibility Summary Results

Study Overview
In conjunction with the Episcopal Church in Connecticut’s Joining Jesus Initiative,
that aims to support parishes in more faithfully participating in God’s mission, St.
James’ participated in a Feasibility Study with the assistance of a professional
consultant firm. The intent of the study was to evaluate our capacity (readiness) for
a financial campaign that would benefit both St. James’ and Diocesan initiatives. Our
DEEP thanks to the 29 parishioners who agreed to be interviewed!
These strategic conversations and the input received enabled us to consider:
• Overall perceptions about St. James’
• Reactions and advice concerning prioritzations of potential projects in the
parish and the larger Joining Jesus campaign
• The timing and capacity for a proposed financial goal of $600,000
Overall Perceptions: The most commonly cited strengths of St. James’ were its
welcoming and friendly environment, engaged parishioners and mission and
outreahactivities serving the local Danbury community. Concerns noted multiple
times were low attendance and the need to attract new members, aging
parishioners, and financial stability. Location and parking and the high costs of
maintaining the buidings were also mentioned as concerns.
Reactions about prioritizing potential projects:
When asked what elements should be included in a future capital campaign:
Projects prioritized as most/somewhat compelling
Within St. James’
• Repurposing spaces
58%/32% respondants –
• Handicap accessibility
80%/20% respondants –
• Energy efficiency of building
67%/25% respondants
• Adding to endowment
44%/38% respondants
• Mission and Ministries
15%/77% respondants
Within our Region or larger Diocese
• Support for Region initiatives
58%/25%
• Camp Washington
47%/40%
• Christ Church Cathedral
25%/25%
• Intentional Christian Communities 21%/43%

While the consulting firm concluded that we at St. James’ have the capacity to join in a
diocesan pilate capital campaign now, the Vestry voted to continue the conversation as
part of the discernment in calling our next Rector.

St James Vestry Notes 4/16/2019 (not yet approved)
The following were in attendance:
Joe Walkovich
Warden
Janet Brown
Warden
Linda Spaziani
Treasurer
Sandi Nichols
Clerk
Class of 2020
Suzie Sarkisian
Beth Cox
Victoria Woody
Class of 2021
Lyn Meyers
Jeanne Todaro
Carolyn Flynn
Class of 2022
Deborah Kaufmann
Jehad Sabbagh
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Call to Order - meeting was called to order
Opening prayer – offered by Janet
March Vestry minutes were approved, 1st by Jeanne and 2nd by Lyn, all agreed.
Dwelling in the Word – John 13:1-17, 31b-35 was read twice while we listened
to words or phrases that caught our imagintion
Vigil Sign Up – It was asked if anyone knew who currently has or the
whereabouts of the Vigil Sign Up sheet. After discussion if was thought that
Mimi might have it or know where it is.
Transition Update o Discernment meeting update – The team is in the process of conducting
the focus groups and are hoping to be done by mid to end of May. This
will give them enough time to pull all of the information gathered from
these meetings together for the Parish wide church meeting in June.
There currently are 8 focus groups. Some questions asked were – Could
we post the focus group meeting dates and times up on the website
calendar and maybe place in the weekly bulletin? Could/Should we do an
interactive sermon in the next few weeks to involve all who are not
involved his process?
Ongoing Website Review –
o A brief discussion was had about filling out the form for
updates/adds/changes to the website please.
Committee/Ministries
o Property /Building & Ground Update: Energy Resources (works with
Green Bank) has been in twice and will be sending us list of things we can
do to better our electrical and heating bills. They also will be providing a

•

•

quote. We also have another company called Prisma Energy Services
coming in to do the same and hopefully by next month we will have both
proposals to look at.
 Gary reached out and spoke to Jeff M. and Jeff did compromise and
brought down the original bill of $3400 to $2500, and so he was
paid.
 A & G came out and gave us an estimate of $6800 to repair the
stucco around the chimney and ceilings inside. We are currently
looking for other quotes.
 We are looking into the water pipes and leaking radiator issues.
 There was an issue with the alarm at the Rectory which has been
fixed.
 We are still waiting on The Standing Committee for finalization
with the Rectory property line paperwork.
 It was stated that the tenants currently living in the Rectory have
not paid the electric paid yet and Joe has reached out once to them
already. He will call again to straighten this out.
Quarterly Finance Report–
o Please see attached documents
o A motion was made to accept the Financial Report by Beth and 2nd by
Jeanne. All approved
Reflection on Financial Feasibility Rapid Study –
o Lisa asked how we felt and what our reactions/feelings about the survey.
Comments and discussion followed:
 They received great feedback
 They did a good job interviewing people
 Results seem very conceptual still, at this time
 Information provided seemed pretty accurate
 Some had mixed feelings regarding starting a Capital Campaign at
the moment.
 Was a great exercise
 The enthusiasm and willingness to participate from the Parish as a
whole was wonderful
o Results and next steps:
 So what do we do with this information? Are we really ready for a
Capital Campaign?
• All was discussed and the feelings were: We are not ready
at this time to start such an aggressive campaign, but let’s

•

•

•

•
•

keep moving forward so that we do have a plan in place as
to what direction we do want to go.
• It was stated that we should pull information out of the
report and provide feedback from the survey to the
Parish to read and see.
Reflection on the Required Training for Churches in Transition –
o Lisa asked how we felt about the meeting: Our responses were pretty
much in agreement. It was a little repetitive from what we have gone
through with Lisa and also with Bevan but was very informative also. It
was a good meeting and really brought home the feeling to not be afraid
to ask questions. (15 members of St. James Parish attended)
Old Business –
o Spring Training reminder is 4/27/19, 9am to 4m.
o Let’s coordinate carpooling. There are others who are going from St.
James also so let’s reach out to those individuals too.
 Sandi will be driving up on her own.
o Lisa gave us all some Spring Training Materials for reflection before and
after the meeting.
New Business –
o Carrie has given her notice and will not be returning in the fall to teach
our Sunday school class. It was briefly discussed and deiced that we talk
more about options in the coming months.
o Reminder- the May/June Newsletter articles are due by April 25th please.
o The next Vestry meeting will be on May 28th, not May 21st.
o Murder Mystery night, scheduled for 5/11/19, would like approval from
the Vestry to allow alcohol - byob. A motion was made by Beth and 2nd by
Jeanne, all agreed. It was stated that we will supply non-alcoholic drinks
for those that do not drink or choose not to.
o ECW asked if they could do a Bake sale on Mother’s Day along with a
Mother’s Day breakfast - All agreed
o A discussion was had about creating an Event Readiness Committee. We
need to have a group that can first define the steps needed and create a
process/steps and maybe some forms, so each event can be a
positive/successful event. Part of that would be to define what the
committee would be responsible for. We also need to find an effective
way to get the word out when we are having an event. A way to invite the
community around us to join us.
Closing Prayer - The closing prayer was said by all
Meeting adjourned

MAY MISSION

Church World Service (CWS) was founded in 1946 and is a cooperative ministry of
37 Christian denominations and communions, providing sustainable self-help,
development, disaster relief, and refugee assistance around the world. The CWS
mission is to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace and justice at the
national and international level through collaboration with partners abroad and in
the US.
CWS distributed thousands of blankets around the world in 2018. Your
congregation can be part of an even greater response in 2019. You will reach
families fleeing their homes, recovering from disaster and more.

Look for a Mission Envelope in Your Sunday Bulletin
Or mail a check to the Parish Office
with CWS Blankets in the memo line

The ministry of the people of St. James’ Episcopal Church
is led by the Wardens and Vestry
and assisted by the Clergy and Staff.
Wardens
Joe Walkovich
Janet Brown
Treasurer
Linda Spaziani
Clerk
Sandra Nichols
Vestry
Class of 2022
Deborah Kaufmann
Jehad Sabbagh
Gary Rogers
Class of 2020

Beth Cox
Susie Sarkisian
Victoria Woody

Class of 2021
Carolyn Flynn
Lyn Meyers
Jeanne Todaro

ECCT ConventionDelegates
Dan Cox & Marion Liberati

Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dr. Lisa D. Hahneman. Tel. Ext. 14
ldhahneman@sbcglobal.net
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
Dilsa Quade. Tel. Ext .10
welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org
Director of Music
Joanne F. Archibald. Tel. Ext. 16
joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org
Director of Religious Education
Kerry Santoro. Tel. Ext. 17
dre@saintjamesdanbury.org
Sexton
Jose Lopez Sanz

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER – May & June 2019
"I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions and thanksgivings be
made for everyone"
I Timothy 2:1

Each month in our newsletter we include part of our alphabetical listing of the
members of our congregation in the Parish Cycle of Prayer. This month you are
asked to hold the following members in your prayers:

Wendi McCabe; David & Ingrid McCarthly; Jane McGarry; Ashwin Robin Raj
Maria McGowan; John & Loretta McLaughlin; Suzanne McLean
Mark Meyer & Family; May Molinaro; Linda Parker; Michelle Cullen
Robert & Deborah Mondello & Family; Elise Montanari; Albert & Karen Montecalvo
Franklin Moore & Carlos Diaz; George Mosher; Kathleen Mould
Dan & Gretchen Mullin; Su Murdock; John & Virginia Murphy; Elizabeth Mussgnug
Alexander Nahas; Sandra Nichols & Family; Victoria O’Connor; John O’Hern
William Ostrand & Marco Ostrand-Costa; Donald & Maryellen Owens & Family
Betsy Pankulis; Andy & Nena Pankulis; Barbara Parks
Robert & Patricia Pearson; Julia Pearson; Etura Pierce; Sally Pierce
Whitney Pratt-Cote; Richard & Erma Rausch; Richard Rausch & Luciana Correia &
Family; Christina Ray & Amy Lionheart; Robert Reynolds
Roderick Rigby; Edward & Kathleen Rogers; Gary Rogers; Sally Roscoe; Jill Sousa
Barbara Ruiz; Howard Rusk; Jehad & Kathy Sabbagh; Anthony & Victoria Sanches &
Family; Leslie Sanford; Ricky Lopez & Family; Mark & Susan Sarkisian & Family
Sayers Family; Michael & Toni Scalzo & Family; Duane Schirmer & Vicky CreaSchirmer & Family; Linda Schmidt-Giannini; Nancy Schofield; Richard Shaboo
Michael Shellman; Joanne Siergiej & Family; Connie & Michael Sih; Irene Simonelli
Jill Simonelli; Simonelli Family; Elaine Sleath; Calista Smith; Donna Smith
Ernest Smith; Kevin & Debbie Smith; Domenic & Linda Spaziani
Anthony Spaziani; Leonard & Anita Staib; Kelly Stein; Ann Stephenson; Mark Stirling
Loraine Subryan; Sueiro Family; David & Kathi Swanson; Jeremy & Jeanette Rivera
Switzer Family;Matthew Talley; James & Susan Tarrant & Family
Joan Tarrant & Family; Bill & Laurie-Jean Thalman; Roland Thibodeau
Arthur Tuttle; Constance Tyrell; Ann Velazquez Ruiz; Joseph Walkovich
Joseph Ward; Janice Webb; Lewis Westfall; Gregg & Kathleen Wilbert
Harold Williams; Robert Wirag; Dawn Doty & Justin Doty; Dean Berardo
Carnell & Victoria Woody & Family; John & Nora Zahner & Family; Edward Long
Jason Anders; Martin & Janis Anderson & Family; Jason & Meghan Flynn & Family
Linda Arbitelle; Joanne, Archibald & Family; Richard & Harriet Arthur & Family
Battiste Family; Raymond & Karen Beaudry; Harold & Marie McCarthy

