The Letter of Saint James’
St. James’ Episcopal Church

The parish of St. James’ ministers to all people in the name of Jesus Christ.

November 2019
From Whom Have You Learned the Love of God?

I am not asking who taught you about the love of God. From whom have you
learned – felt/experienced/made your own – the Love of God through Jesus?

We celebrate All Saints Sunday this year on Sunday, November 3.
Considered a high feast day in our Church calendar, All Saints Day honors and
remembers the community of saints, those who have gone before as faithful
witnesses of Christ’s love. This is also a day recommended for baptisms. What
better time to welcome a fellow traveler into a way of life than by being
witnesses to the power of God’s love in our own lives?
Our children will be helping us honor saints of the past at the 10 am service.
All of you are also invited to bring a memory and/or a symbol of that memory
of someone in your life who can be honored as a saint: that is, someone from
whom you learned the love of God.

All Saints Sunday is also the day we shall gather our collective financial
commitment (pledge) cards and ask God’s blessings on the rest of our
response to the question above. From whom have you learned the love of God
AND
how do you want to be remembered, what legacy will
you leave, what part will you play in building the Body of
Christ through your life as a member of Saint James’
parish family?
Whatever you are able to offer, offer with your whole heart
and God’s response to your love will make it be enough.

In God’s peace and Love – Rev. Lisa

Charitable Giving From Your IRA

Giving from your IRA is a smart way to achieve your charitable goals and receive
income tax benefits.
Current tax law allows you to donate to your favorite charities, such as St
James’, directly from your individual retirement account. Here’s how: When you
reach 70½, you have to take a required minimum distribution (RMD) from your IRA.
The withdrawal is counted as taxable income, which may increase your tax bill. If
you make a charitable contribution directly from your IRA to St. James, you benefit
by reducing your income that is taxed.
This is called a qualified charitable distribution or QCD. You can make
distributions in any amount up to $100,000 each year, and the amount will be
excluded from gross income on both your Federal and State tax returns.
QCDs can be made from the following IRAs: Traditional, Rollover, Inherited,
SEP (inactive only), and SIMPLE (inactive only). You cannot make a QCD from a
401(k), 403(b) or Keogh plan during your lifetime.
To make a gift to St James’ from your IRA, follow these steps:
1. Consider how your required distribution will impact your finances and taxes
overall.
2. Contact your IRA trustee to find out more about its process for arranging
qualified charitable distributions.
3. Notify the trustee that you want to make a qualified charitable distribution,
and fill out the required paperwork from the trustee. Please instruct them to
provide your name and address on the QCD paperwork so we can provide
the required receipt needed for your taxes.
4. The check should be made to St James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street,
Danbury, CT 06810
For more information or you have any questions please call me at 203-797-0405
Lyn R Meyers, CPA
Finance Ministry Chairperson

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK SATURDAY NIGHT
Daylight Savings ends Sunday Nov 3 at 2 am!

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY PRESENTS

Giving the Gift of Grace and Dignity: End of Life Planning
Saturday November 2, 9 am - 1 pm in the Parish Hall
Caring for a loved one who is nearing the end of life can be a highly challenging,
emotional time. This event will equip you and your loved ones with tips to ease the
strain and open a path of grace and dignity for all involved. Four expert speakers
will offer information and answer your questions about health insurance, wills and
final wishes, what to expect physically and emotionally, and funeral planning.
This event is free and open to the public. Please just show up. We will make sure
there is room. Remember that street parking is metered. You can find free parking
in the Danbury Savings Bank parking lot or at City Hall.

New Daytime Book Study – Especially for Seniors

The Gift of Years – Wednesdays 11 am – noon beginning Nov. 6

Joan Chittister is one of our most celebrated
spiritual writers. In this book, she
encourages us to cherish the blessing of aging
and to overcome its challenges, and shows us
that this is a special period of life – maybe the
most special of them all. Life is not about the
length of years we manage to eke out of it.
Life is about living into the values offered
every day – about growing old with grace. If
the thought of growing “old” does not thrill you, this book is full of encouraging
insights and, hopefully, by the end of it you will be celebrating the “gift” of the years
you have been given. Please call Janet Brown, 202-798-1023, to sign up so we can
order enough copies of this wonderful book.

Bishop’s Book Study at Camp Washington

Friday November 14 9-11am
Join us for "Coffee and" followed by a book discussion led by Bishop Laura
Ahrens. This month’s book is Barbara Brown Taylor’s – Holy Envy – Finding God
in the Faith of Others. All are welcome even if you have not read the book!
Suggested donation of $5 for "Coffee and". Call Camp Washington at (860) 567-9623
to register

Music Ministry

NEXT RED DOOR CONCERT

We welcome back this amazing,
award-winning a cappella quartet
who will sing Russian Classic, Sacred
and Folk Music. They will have CDs of
their music and Russian Folk Art
items for cash sale.

Both concerts are free to the public
(invite your friends, co-workers and
families). Free-will cash donations are
gratefully accepted to help offset the
artists’ travel expenses. These two
concerts are partially funded by the
Danbury Cultural Commission and
donations from previous concerts.

CHORISTERS’ REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
November & December 2019

After 10am worship Rehearsals:

November 10, November 17

Morning warmup rehearsal at 9:30
November 24 and sing at the 10am service the same day.
After 10am worship Rehearsals:

November 24, December 8, December 15

Morning warmup rehearsal at 9:30
December 22 and sing during 10am worship.

Christmas Eve- 4:30 warmup and sing at 5pm service.
(Same song as December 22)

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

St. James’ annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner is one of the tremendous gifts of God’s
love that we offer as a parish. Lisa Marsico is graciously organizing volunteers
(setting up, serving, cleaning up) and can be contacted at lamarsico53@gmail.com.

Linda Spaziani is pulling together the cook team. IMMEDIATE NEED: Who among
you can commit to cooking a turkey (unstuffed) or a ham AND deliver it HOT to the
church by 10:00 AM on Thanksgiving Day? We can provide the turkey or ham, if
necessary, if you can do the cooking. We also need pies and veggies, so check the list
in the back of the church or contact Linda Spaziani dlaspaz@aol.com. Thank you!

NOVEMBER MISSION

AT ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PLEASE DONATE TO THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING DINNER
USING THE MISSION ENVELOPES
Or mail your donation to the Parish Office

An Open Letter from daily Bread Board of Directors
Dear Saint James’ Parishioners:
We hope all is well with you and your families.
As most of you know, Daily Bread Food Pantry has been
moving forward steadily with an exciting renovation project
with grant monies from HUD through the City of
Danbury. We are deeply grateful to St. James for welcoming
us into the church during this period and are thrilled to
report that our work is almost complete. Our new space
will allow us to better serve thousands of families in need in the Greater Danbury
Area.
Here is some important news: while pantry volunteers have done an amazing job
coordinating complex client distributions as well as managing renovation project
details over the past couple of months they will not be able to simultaneously plan our
annual large-scale Thanksgiving distribution. We will, however, offer special holiday

non-perishable food items to clients during our regular distributions throughout
November. With this in mind, we ask that St. James parishioners interested in
supporting Daily Bread this season consider donating funds instead of
turkeys. Monetary donations will help us purchase food year-round to support our
large client base which, in recent months, has grown faster than ever before. Every
dollar we spend goes far since we buy food in bulk and at extremely low cost from the
Connecticut Food Bank. Your assistance would be sincerely appreciated.
Donations can be made with credit cards through our website
dailybreadfoodpantry.com or
by making out a check to Daily Bread Food Pantry and mailing it to us at
St. James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street, Danbury, CT 06810.
Many thanks in advance. Wishing you a happy and healthy holiday season,
The Daily Bread Food Pantry Board of Directors

Hospitality Ministry

This ministry was formed to serve those entering our doors as visitors and
newcomers. We recently welcomed Barbara Torres and Virginia Benton as new
members of the committee. Our “Getting to Know You” dinner was a big success!
We shared what brought us to St. James’ and where we have served within the
church community. Everyone enjoyed delicious food and drink, great conversation,
and the Sabbagh’s gracious hospitality. There are already three parishioners signed
up to attend a dinner in the near future! Please notice that there are updated visitor
cards in the pews. If you are interested in this ministry, please join us on the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in the parish hall.

Caravan of Faith

Four years ago, parishioner Beth Cox approached PJ Leopold,
Executive Director of the Association of Religious Communities
(ARC), with an idea to create an interfaith program for adults based
on ARC’s Peace Camp for kids. Since 2015, 80 people of different
faiths have explored the basic tenets of Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Christianity, and
Buddhism. A typical evening (held at each place of worship) includes an overview of
that faith, a time for questions, refreshments, and a craft. This handmade craft not
only symbolizes that faith, but also helps to create a bond among the group, as
people relax and chat with each other. The last evening of the program is held at
ARC’s Interfaith Service, where previous groups have bonded so much that they sit
with each other! For more information please contact Beth at 203-743-9979 or at
cox4000@sbcglobal.net.

Buildings & Grounds – Keeping our Space a Sight to Behold

Caring for our buildings and grounds is as much a ministry as any other effort we
make to care for the people and resources God has given us. In addition to
resurfacing our community prayer boards along West Street with a more durable
material, our Buildings and Grounds ministry also has accomplished lots of behindthe-scenes necessities.
 Worked with the Fire Marshal to inspect the church building and obtain an
updated NFPA 72 Fire Alarm Report and a NFPA 25 Sprinkler Test
Document. Exit signs and emergency lighting was checked and bulbs and
batteries were replaced as needed.
 In preparation for the new electrical service to the Daily Bread Food Pantry,
trees around the utility pole in the parking lot were trimmed; also removed
dead trees along our property line with the Danbury Savings Bank.
 Removed the damaged stucco from the Lounge fireplace chimney; new
stucco installed.
 Replacing boiler in the Old Rectory so that our Sexton has heat this winter.
 Working with Prism Energy Services to determine financial viability versus
energy sustainability costs if we replace the Church steam heating system
and add insulation under the roof of Luckenbill Hall.
 Worked with West Conn. volunteers to spread 2 cubic yards mulch in the
planting areas on the East side of the church.
 Sept. "Work-shirt Saturday" cleared overgrowth on the property on the east
side of Luckenbill Hall, cleaned gutters, removed debris from the parking lot
storm drain and removed several small trees growing in the planting areas
around the Old Rectory.
 Timers controlling the exterior lights around the church have been replaced
as needed and re-calibrated.
 The boundary line dispute at the Rectory has been resolved.
 Loose ceiling tiles in the Nursery have been removed and new tile installed.
 The water-damaged wall below the Ascension Window, behind the Alter is in
the process of being repaired.
 Our Victory Garden gardeners produced another bumper crop of vegetables
for the food pantry
 A new SEED LIBRARY has been added to our library where gardeners can
swap all kinds of seeds and techniques

The next "Work-Shirt Saturday" is scheduled for Nov 9
Come join us!

Holy Spirit at ECCT Convention 2019
The 2019 ECCT
Convention is now in
the books.

Major take-aways:
1. An understanding of
the process of
Convention-Check.

2. An understanding of
the business behind our
diocesan work-Check.
3. The joy of meeting
and working with new
people from across CTCheck
4. Finding the Holy
Spirit in our midstCheck, Check &
Check!
Being a delegate to
Convention =-Active
way of being a part of
the body of Christ.

Final note:
Details of all agenda
items were recorded by
the secretary to
convention and will
soon be available on
ECCT website for all to
peruse.

As witnessed by Mimi Herald, first time delegate

Our Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) Annual
diocesan Convention is far more than strolling through
the exhibit tables or following Robert’s Rules in doing
the people’s business for the diocese. Naturally the
8:30am-5:30pm Saturday meeting had a full agenda
that exuded a seriousness of purpose, and which was
attended to with diligence. However, my day was
highlighted by people and the Holy Spirit.
I became acquainted with many new Episcopalians
from across our state as I laughed, imagined, sang,
dined, prayed and questioned with them, and listened
to them. Along the way, I experienced the gift of the
Holy Spirit at work!

Early in a breakout session I elected to participate in,
around the question of racial healing, justice, and
reconciliation, I listened to a woman at my table
passionately share her experience being in an ongoing
exchange between her parish and a parish with a
distinctly different racial makeup within her
community. As she expanded on how the two groups
have been engaging in various activities at each other’s
churches and have been building meaningful
relationships across differences, I became so
connected to her story. I could see myself in it. I was so
moved I could see it happening in my community and
across our state. I felt as though the Holy Spirit was
nudging me, and I quietly became excited to “try it on”.

My second encounter with the Holy Spirit came as
delegates were presented with the first Resolution, the
merger of two parishes. I could appreciate the value of
the end product, but I was a bit ignorant to the real
trauma of the process. A group of individuals from
both parishes gathered up on a dais in the center of the
auditorium. After the resolution was introduced, and a
representative on stage from each parish said a few

words, a video was broadcast which contained short vignettes of the merger process
experienced by parishioners from both churches. It was such a profound experience
to see how the two churches have clearly been embraced by the Holy Spirit and
lifted up as they meet the challenge of partnering to worship and work in their
community.
Wait, what? Again? Yes, the second Resolution was also an equally moving merger
of two additional parishes. The Holy Spirit working overtime!

As we completed business on the last of 6 resolutions, Bishop Laura made an
impromptu request that we stand and asked for someone to lead us in The
Doxology. ”Praise God from whom ALL blessings flow.” rang out. Within moments I
shivered and my eyes welled with tears as the power of the Holy Spirit among us
produced a symphony of voices boldly proclaiming this truth throughout the
auditorium. The pure grace of God was beheld.

And ANOTHER take on
The Holy Spirit at Work in the Larger Body of Christ
And an Invitation to Join in that Work!

Denise Holl introduces us to a Diocesan-wide Ministry Network

IMMIGRATION. That’s a “hot button” topic today. It can trigger thoughts and
feelings of compassion and hopelessness as well as anger and frustration.
While we may not have a personal story to share, we certainly have thoughts and
feelings on this topic. Can we understand the
desire immigrants have for a safe, secure life
Ministry Networks are two or
and the loss and risks they are willing to accept
more Episcopalians from two
to leave their family and homes behind and
or more parishes collaborating
travel to a new country where the language and
together to serve God’s
customs/traditions are different? Can we
mission.
imagine the difficulties they will face in this new
land?

Can we understand the reasons why so many are opposed to immigrants coming to
America? Is it because we fear immigrants will take our jobs? Do we fear they
might change our culture because they are different from us? Do we worry about
gangs coming to our neighborhoods, bringing drugs and crime with them? Do we
oppose them simply for the color of their skin?

Regardless of your position on immigration, it’s important that we have all the facts
and that we feel safe when discussing this topic. Our information must be accurate
and current when we share our thoughts and ideas with each other. Feeling safe in
our discussions allows us to speak through our hearts and listen with our ears,
hearts and minds. This enables us to differ with love for each other. Only then can
we begin to find solutions to this serious issue.

A group of concerned Episcopalians in Connecticut have formed a ministry network.
They call themselves: “Let My People Go” from the time when the U.S. government
began separating children from their parents at our southern border. This group’s
mission is to raise awareness throughout Connecticut on the plight of
immigrants and raise money to provide legal support undocumented children
need when they arrive. They provide current, accurate information on immigration
by listing organizations that assist undocumented immigrants when they arrive at
our borders. This list also includes where to find historical information and
statistics in the U.S. as well as reading materials on immigrant stories and struggles
to find a better life than what they left behind. We invite you to review the brochure
identifying agencies and immigration policies which is posted on the Mission
bulletin board in our parish hall.
Let My People Go
staffed a booth at the
annual convention
on Oct. 26-27 and set
up a computer
whereby people
could donate to the
Refugee and
Immigrant Center for
Education and Legal
Services (RAICES) to
help immigrant
children and youth.
A life-sized display of the immigrant “journey” at Convention allowed us to get a
glimpse of the hazards of their dangerous trip to the U.S.
If you would like to be part of this ministry or would be interested in a discussion on
this topic, please speak to Denise Holl or come to our monthly Mission Ministry
meeting which is held on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7 pm in the parish hall.
We welcome your thoughts and prayers on this delicate, charged topic.

More Diocesan News –

Reminders That We are Part of the Wider Body of Christ
“Participating in God’s Mission”

- From our Diocesan website:

"Participating in God’s mission” looks different in different places, and different
times, and with different people. Wherever, and whenever, the restoring, reconciling
love of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit breaks into the world to “make all
things new", there is God’s mission. These stories give us a glimpse into what it
looks like to join God in what God is up to in the world around us.
We participate by learning what God is already up to, and joining that.
1.
We read the Bible to see what God has done, and continues to do.
2.
We talk to neighbors and leaders and others. We might convene a meeting,
walk around the neighborhood, hop on a bus, host a supper, or whatever
works in that context.
3.
We take stock of our gifts and talents, in light of what we've learned.
4.
We go out from where we are to join God's mission, reflect on that, and keep
doing it.
Learn more on our diocesan website: episcopalct.org/

New Rector Recruitment Team Update

The Recruitment Team began meeting in late September and will continue to meet
over the next couple of months. Building off the work from the Discernment Team,
our initial meetings focus on identifying and confirming what we are seeking in a
new rector and expectations of the individual in the role. We also are determining
questions that we will ask our candidates.

If you are not already aware, the position for our rector has been posted since last
month and will be open to applicants until October 31st. As of this writing, our
Bishop of Record, Ian Douglas, and our Diocesan Canon for Transition Ministry,
Lee Ann Tolzman, have received and vetted 4 four names and expect another 2-3
to be received before the closing date. (21st century reality check – one of the
ongoing changes facing all institutional religions is that fewer clergy are willing to
move these days because of dual career marriages and children in schools).

And so we If you have not recently visited our website, we would encourage to view
the updates to see what interested candidates will view should they wish to learn
more about our congregation with highlights of our many ministries, presence in the

community and other key aspects of St. James'. Once the application period has
closed, Lee Ann will meet with the team (scheduled for November 7) to review the
candidate pool. The team will review the list of candidates and plan a first round of
interviews for the middle of the month. Based of the number of candidates, a
second round of interviews would occur in early December for final
recommendations to be presented to the Vestry in January.

In the meantime, our Interim, Rev. Lisa, has been charged with helping the Vestry
develop mutual ministry goals for parish and Vestry to present to each candidate in
the final interview, These goals, based on all of the work and conversations we have
had over the past twelve months, will help establish expectations, hopes, and
dreams for our new journey together.

God’s Mission, Our Purpose

St. James’ Episcopal Church proclaims
the Good News, embraces Episcopal
traditions, and ministers in the name
of Jesus Christ. We are dedicated to
providing food, shelter, clothing and
compassion to those in need. We are
open and affirming, treating all with
respect and dignity, growing in faith
through worship, stewardship and
education.

Prayer For Our Next Rector
and Our Life Together

O gracious Lord, all praise and glory
are yours! We long to know you, love
you, and do your will. You know the
challenges and opportunities we face,
and we know you will guide us, and
provide for us, if we listen. We have a
passion to serve you, and so we pray
for your help to find a rector who will
shepherd your people at Saint James’
and in the Danbury community. We
pray that our next rector be filled with
joy and faith, eager to communicate
your love, and cares for our
parishioners and our neighbors. Bless
our parish, our transition teams and
all those whom you have called to
apply. You are in our midst, we are
called by your name, and we pray for
your guidance. Amen.

Puzzle Pieces
In the face of brokenness
And threats of extinction
We earthlings have mending to do.
Our reaction? Much as when
A very large jigsaw puzzle
Is dumped out on the table,
Overwhelming to some
A challenge to others.
The box promises beauty.
The beauty of diversity
In God’s splendid world.
Challenging shapes
Perhaps fish, fowl, reptiles, birds
Animals wild and tame
Masses of people, young, old
And in-between.
Seas, lakes, rivers and
Land masses, green, white and brown,
Sky, blue, clouds, white and wispy.
Patience and diligence
Piece by piece
Prayer by prayer
Action by action
The interconnectedness will become evident.
Finally we will have what the Creator saw
When he pronounced it
“Very good.”
From our very own poet in residence
Theo-Jane Gammie
Look Up! Live Up!
Reprinted with permission

The ministry of the people of St. James’ Episcopal Church
is led by the Wardens and Vestry
and assisted by the Clergy and Staff.
Wardens
Joe Walkovich
Janet Brown
Treasurer
Linda Spaziani
Clerk
Sandra Nichols
Vestry
Class of 2022
Deborah Kaufmann
Jehad Sabbagh
Gary Rogers
Class of 2020
Beth Cox
Susie Sarkisian
Victoria Woody
Class of 2021
Carolyn Flynn
Lyn Meyers
Jeanne Todaro

ECCT Convention Delegates
Dan Cox & Mimi Herald
Southwest Region
Leadership Team Members
Mimi Herald
Rev. Lisa Hahneman

Interim Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dr. Lisa D. Hahneman. Tel. Ext. 14
ldhahneman@sbcglobal.net
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
Dilsa Quade. Tel. Ext .10
welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org
Director of Music
Joanne F. Archibald. Tel. Ext. 16
joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org
Sexton
Jose Lopez Sanz

PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER – November 2019
"I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions and thanksgivings be
made for everyone"
I Timothy 2:1

Each month in our newsletter we include part of our alphabetical listing of the
members of our congregation in the Parish Cycle of Prayer. This month you are
asked to hold the following members in your prayers:

Maria McGowan; John & Loretta McLaughlin; Suzanne McLean
Mark Meyer & Family; May Molinaro; Michelle Cullen; Patricia Reynolds
Robert & Deborah Mondello & Family; Elise Montanari; Albert & Karen Montecalvo
Franklin Moore & Carlos Diaz; George Mosher; Kathleen Mould
Su Murdock; John & Virginia Murphy; Stephen & Amanda Huntley & Family
Sandra Nichols & Family; Victoria O’Connor; John O’Hern; Robert Reynolds
William Ostrand & Marco Ostrand-Costa; Donald & Maryellen Owens & Family
Betsy Pankulis; Andy & Nena Pankulis; Barbara Parks; Anthony & Lisa Marsico
Robert & Patricia Pearson; Julia Pearson; Etura Pierce; Sally Pierce
Richard & Erma Rausch; Richard Rausch & Luciana Correia & Family
Roderick Rigby; Edward & Kathleen Rogers; Gary Rogers; Sally Roscoe; Jill Sousa
Domenic & Linda Spaziani; Barbara Ruiz; Howard Rusk; Jehad & Kathy Sabbagh
Leslie Sanford; Ricky Lopez & Family; Mark & Susan Sarkisian & Family
Sayers Family; Michael & Toni Scalzo & Family; Calista Smith; Lee Rasmussen
Leona Rasmussen,Linda Schmidt-Giannini; Nancy Schofield; Richard Shaboo
Irene Simonelli; Jill Simonelli; Simonelli Family; Elaine Sleath
Duane Schirmer & Vicky Crea- Schirmer & Family; Mark Stirling
Anthony Spaziani; Anita Staib; Kelly Stein; Ann Stephenson
Loraine Subryan; Sueiro Family; David & Kathi Swanson; Gina Andress
Switzer Family; James & Susan Tarrant & Family; Barbara Torres; Dean Berardo
Joan Tarrant & Family; Bill & Laurie-Jean Thalman; Roland Thibodeau
Arthur Tuttle; Constance Tyrell; Ann Velazquez Ruiz; Joseph Walkovich
Joseph Ward; Janice Webb; Lewis Westfall; Gregg & Kathleen Wilbert;
Harold Williams; Robert Wirag; Brenda Benton, Virginia Benton, Yvonne Benton
Carnell & Victoria Woody & Family; John & Nora Zahner & Family; Edward Long
Martin & Janis Anderson & Family; Jason & Meghan Flynn & Family
Linda Arbitelle; Joanne, Archibald & Family; Richard & Harriet Arthur & Family
Raymond & Karen Beaudry; Harold & Marie McCarthy; Donna Smith
Katie & Ryan Beaudry & Family; Kim Malara & Betsy Bergeron; Yvonne Kiddoe
Deidra & James Beschle & Family; Lloyd & Patricia Best; Agnes Uvanga
Cathleen Blasco; Robert Bloss; George Bogart & Jana Draper; Nancy Kinkade

