Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Holy Cross Day

September 13, 2026
10:00 a.m.
St. James’ Episcopal Church

WELCOME

A Warm Welcome to All! St. James’ is especially delighted and blessed to welcome you to our beloved church today. Assisted Listening Devices are available from an usher. Restrooms are
located in the hallway through the exit at the front left corner of the sanctuary. Visitors are invited to fill out a Welcome Card located in each pew, drop it with an usher or put it in the collection
basket. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion in our church.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Il



Prelude A Song of Peace by Ernest A. Dicks

Welcome and Announcements

You will need the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), the Blue Hymnal and the LEVAS hymnal for today’s service, all located in your pews.

All stand as able.
Opening Hymn God the Omnipotent #569
Opening Acclamation BCP 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise



Glorify Thy Name

Words and Music by

Donna Adkins
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.



O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the lessons.
The Lessons
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 45:21-25

Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not |, the Lord? There is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a
Saviour; there is no one besides me.

Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For | am God, and there is no other. By myself | have sworn, from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that shall not return: “To
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.”

Only in the Lord, it shall be said of me, are righteousness and strength; all who were incensed against him shall come to him and be ashamed. In the Lord all the offspring of Israel shall
triumph and glory.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 98

Read responsively, changing at the *. Lector begins with 15t verse and congregation follows

Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.



He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

Let the sea make a noise and all thatis in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians 6:14-18

May | never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything;
but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for | carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All stand as able.



Sequence Hymn

Speak O Lord
Wards and Music by
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
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A reading from the Gospel according to John

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

12:31-36a



Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And |, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is
this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do
not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Michael Plekon
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form IV BCP 388
The Leader and People pray responsively

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Celebrant adds concluding collect.

Confession of Sin

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you



in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand as able.
The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Ministry Moment: Growing in Faith Ministries for Adult and Youth Education; Jeanne Todaro, Carol Wheeler
The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
BCP 376

All are seated.

Offertory Anthem Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
by Sebastian Temple/Arranged by Martin Neary - Chancel Choir



All stand as able.

Presentation Hymn We will extol you #404
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you
Celebrant Lift up your hearts
People We lift them to the Lord
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
The Celebrant adds a Proper Preface
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Sanctus LEVAS #256 (sing through 2x)
1t time: Chancel Choir 2" time: Congregation, Choir

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only
10



and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
11



For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

All are invited to come forward for Communion. To receive a priestly blessing instead, please come forward and cross your arms over your chest.

Communion Hymns

In the Cross of Christ | glory #441
I am the bread of life #335

All are seated.
Sending Forth of the Eucharistic Visitors [when applicable]
Celebrant In the name of this congregation, | send you forth bearing these holy gifts,

Christ’'s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one
bread, one cup.

A Prayer for Those Worshipping Online
All stand as able.

Closing Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of

12



and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn Lift High the Cross #473
Dismissal

Celebrant

People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude March in D Major by Ernest A. Dicks
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Copyright ©2022 Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.
Speak O Lord
CCLI Song # 4615235
© 2005 Thankyou Music Ltd
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

Glorify thy Name
CCLI Song # 1383
© 1976, 1981 CCCM Music | Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 22379538

MUSIC NOTES
Some of today’s music reflects thoughts of peace as we remember those who lost their lives 25 years ago on 9/71/01, as well as those who died later as a consequence of the terrorist attacks on the USA. Let’s
continue to pray that God will restore peace to the world. Holy Cross Day is September 14th so we will sing a couple of hymns today lifting up the Cross of Jesus.
The new SANCTUS is from our Lift Every Voice and Sing Il hymnal. It is written by Betty C. Pulkingham (1928-2019) as part of Freedom Mass (based on African melodies). Betty was a well-known
composer and music arranger. She received a B.S. in Music from the University of North Carolina and did graduate studies at Eastman School of Music. She and her husband ministered in the USA, England and
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Scotland and founded an Anglican religious order called the Community of Celebration. She co-edited and published several songbooks and books on worship and served on the Episcopal Church’s Standing
Commission on Church Music from 1988-1994.

Assisting in Worship September 13, 2026 « 10:00 am

Celebrant: The Rev. Gina Gore
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Michael Plekon
Music Director: Joanne F. Archibald

Ushers: Dan Cox, Michelle Cummings
Altar Servers: Jana Draper, Pat Pearson
Lectors: Janet Brown, Suzanne Carly
Intercessor: Jean Hassen < Audio Tech: Lew Westfall
Financial Stewards: Carolyn Flynn, Jehad Sabbagh
Flower Arranger: Ernie Harrington « Flower Deliverer: Judy Griemsmann

Parish Intercessions
Let us pray for all who are ill, in danger, or in sorrow, especially Ashley, Lucy, Jim, Jill, the Warren and Hafner families, Stephanie, Heather, Helena, Lucy, Jill, Rosetta, Andrew and Warren, Paul,
Coles, Jack, Kim, Arthur, Michelle, Jim, Ashely, Scott and Isla, Brad, Christy, Isaac and Nathan, Lois, Ellen, Robert, Cindy, Cynthia, Dickie, Elaine, Ed, Garry, Bob, Cathy, Bob, Mark, Sandy,
Theo, Jim, Jamie, Claire, Gabby, Cady, Freddie, Shirley, Jean, Jane, Ricky, John and Vivien.

We pray for peace, protection, and comfort for those affected by ICE raids in our cities. Help us to be people of hope in prayer and in presence. We pray for all conflict in the Middle East, asking
for wisdom for leaders, safety for civilians, and a swift end to violence.

For L’Eglise de L’'Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s, Stamford; St. Francis’, Stamford. Province 1: the Dioceses of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont
& Western Massachusetts. For Provincial Synod and all Provincial Networks. The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.

For the intentions on our prayer wall: | dream about the past, present and future. For my family.
For those celebrating birthdays this week: Denise Kaufmann
St. James’ Episcopal Church
25 West St., Danbury CT 06810 « (203) 748-3561

welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org * www.saintjamesdanbury.org

Worship Schedule

Sundays 8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
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Wednesdays

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist (Church & live-streamed)

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer (2" & 4" weeks)
September location: Rear Garden

Office Hours
Monday through Wednesday 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

Clergy, Wardens, & Staff
The Rev. Gina Gore, Rector
The Rev. Dr. Carole Johannsen, Affiliate Priest
The Rev. Dr. Michael Plekon, Affiliate Priest
The Rev. Dr. Jim Wheeler, Affiliate Priest
Joanne F. Archibald, Director of Music
Chris Basso, Parish Administrator « Garry Riordan, Sexton
Russ Griemsmann * Jim Beschle, Wardens

Scan this QR code to access our website and to make a donation:
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