
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Saint James’,  
 
As your Wardens we wanted to communicate to you what has been done thus far 
as a Parish in Transition and what you can expect in the short term. First, let us 
again thank Joseph for his pastoral leadership over the past nine years and wish 
him and Jim the best of luck in the future.  
 
We have been fortunate at Saint James’ that in the past 37 years we have had 
only 3 Rectors, Michael and Ann Coburn, Our Bishop Laura Ahrens and Joseph. 
So while a time of transition can be unsettling there is no reason to doubt that the 
result of our transition will be like all the others resulting in a Rector who will 
leads us for many years to come. 
 
The Diocese anticipates that a transition will take somewhere from 12 to 18 
months from the date Joseph departs. Your Vestry has already accomplished 
some tasks that will allow the transition to start ASAP. We have submitted our 
financials to the diocese and we have been allowed to recruit a full time Rector. 
Secondly, we have arranged for “supply priests” to Celebrate Sunday services. 
The Reverend Peter Powell will celebrate on September 2 and The Reverend Iris 
Peterson will celebrate for the remainder of September and into October as 
necessary. During that time the Canon for Mission Leadership will be recruiting 
an Interim Rector.  The vestry has asked if Rev. Iris Peterson could be a 
candidate for Interim Priest and/or Rector and we were told that because of her 
past relationship to Saint James’ she is not eligible to be a candidate for either 
position. 
 
It is also diocesan policy that we should not be in contact with Joseph on social 
media after he leaves, including Facebook, Twitter of Instagram. 

The Letter of Saint James’ 

      St. James’ Episcopal Church 

      The parish of St. James’ ministers to all people in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

September and October 2018 

 



Your Vestry has met with the Canon for Mission Leadership, The Reverend Lee 
Ann Tolzmann, who was reassuring and quite detailed in her explanation of the 
Transition Process. The Reverend Tolzmann, who will coordinate the transition 
process, will be at Saint James’ on Sunday October 7, to explain the process for 
the entire congregation.  
 
During the interim and until an Interim Rector is chosen the Wardens are 
designated to handle the day to day operations of the parish in consultation with 
the Vestry.  Please see one of us with any concerns or issues, please do not go 
directly to Iris, Carolyn or any of the staff so that there can be consistency. Also, 
the Capital Campaign which had been scheduled for 2019 will be postponed. 
 
There are many concerns, as is natural, but we would like to reassure the parish 
that your vestry is very engaged and determined to make this process as quick, 
thorough and productive as possible. Past history shows that we have always 
been blessed with a great spiritual leader(s). Let us all pray that the Holy Spirit 
will guide us during the Transition and Bless us with a Rector that will serve 
God’s work for the benefit of Saint James’ and beyond. 
In Peace  
 
Joe Walkovich       Janet Brown  
 

 
 
 

 
FINAL WORDS 
 
My dear Parishioners: 
 
By the time you read this, that salutation will no 
longer be true.  You will no longer be my 
parishioners and I will no longer be your priest.  
Knowing how very hard it is going to be to say 
good bye, and not wanting to totally “lose it” 
AGAIN (as I did on 8/12 sending off a couple of 
our college students at the 10 AM Service), I 
wanted to give just a few words of thanks to you 
all.   
 

FROM THE RECTOR’S OFFICE 
 



As a priest, it was always an honor to say, “I am the Rector of St. James’, yeah, 
the church with the red doors and beautiful garden.”  It has been a privilege to 
know that I enter into the long history of this place, even in a small way.  It was 
an honor to lead a place that so looks to be a part of God’s mission in Danbury 
and the world.  Over the years I have tried to be as visible as possible in the 
community so that people would know that St. James’ is alive and well.  That was 
sometimes at the cost of pastoral ministry you may have wanted, and I am sorry 
if I did not meet that need.  I’m not sure if any priest can “do it all.” 
 
It was hard for a few of you to accept a priest who was married to a person of the 
same gender.  Some could not, though not many at all.  You took a risk and I 
thank you for that.  I have no doubt that you prayed for discernment and 
acceptance as hard as I did.  And, through the work of the Holy Spirit, for the 
most part, we were able to fall in love with each other.  I know that once you saw 
that I could love you, and be a pastor to you, everything else became irrelevant.  
Thank you for giving me the chance to love you and for returning that love which 
I will carry with me into my future.   
 
Jim and I celebrated our first wedding anniversary here at St. James’ (though we 
had been together 8 years before we could legally marry).  One of the memories 
that I will hold in my heart forever is singing, “Be thou my vision” at the Parish 
Picnic with tears of joy streaming down my face since we sang that at our 
wedding.  My heart burst with pride seeing a cake wishing us a happy first 
anniversary.  At no point did I ever feel that I had to hide who I was from anyone 
nor “tip toe” around the phrase “my husband.”  I always knew that if the “haters 
were gonna hate,” you all had my back.  Of course, when you’re married to a 
great guy like Jim Hughes, it makes it that much easier.  While these phrases 
have only become popular in the past few years, you did live “If it’s not about love 
it’s not about God” and “love is love is love.”   
 
One of the hardest parts of being a loving priest is when it is time to leave.  So as 
not to interfere with the relationship with the new priest, it is necessary for the 
former Rector to avoid contact as much as possible with the old Parish.  While I 
would dearly love to continue to baptize your babies, perform your marriages, or 
do your loved one’s burial, I cannot.  That must fall in the arms of your new priest 
with whom you need to form the same bond as you had with me.   
 
 
 



Change that we don’t necessarily want is always hard.  But I do want you to 
know that I will miss you, even as my life slows down in (semi) retirement.  I pray 
for the future of St. James’ and I ask that you continue to hold me in your 
prayers.  Jim and I look forward to the next chapter in our life but know you will 
always be a part of my book of life.   
 
For the Final time, 

Your Rector, Joseph+

 
If you would like to see the Video for Father Joseph 
farewell, please visit our website. 
 

 https://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/photos.html 

 

Faith Formation has been renamed to "Growing in Faith” 
 

The purpose of weekly Book and Bible Studies is to deepen our personal 
relationship with our Lord and to grow our faith. In doing so we strengthen our 
spiritual life and enlarge God's love for ourselves, family and community. 
 
On Monday September 17, 2018 at 6:30 PM we will resume our Book Study in 
the Parish Hall on "An Altar in the World' by Barbara Brown Taylor beginning with 
Chapter 6. Each Chapter is independent of one another. At our committee 
meeting on August 20, 2018, we will schedule most of the upcoming year's 
events. We also have plans to take a few field trips during the year and resume 
movie nights on topics of interest. All programs will be posted on web-site and 
weekly Church announcements.  Please join us when you can.  If you have any 
questions, please let me know at karalmonte@aol.com. 
      
Our Faith is a Gift but it is our responsibility to nourish our spiritual life. Plant your 
Roots in Faith. 
 
Now Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen {Hebrews 11:1} 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Karen Montecalvo - Adult Ministry 
 

mailto:karalmonte@aol.com


Dear friends, 
 

I would like to remind everyone about our Meals on Wings 
ministry. 
 

We have wonderful volunteers who offer to provide meals 
in time of need. 
 

This can be for those who are ill following a hospital stay, injury, birth of a baby or 
just when you need a little help after a death in the family. 
 

Please let us help. Call Shirley Ferrarone. 203-748-6392 
 

Also, we could use volunteers to make meals. 

 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Renewal of Vows  

July 21st 
Sharon & Nils Gyllesten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebration for 50 Years of Marriage. Five children and their spouses, eleven 
grandchildren, other family members, and friends. 
 
Married at St. James' in 1968 by Father John Speer.  

 



MUSIC NEWS!  
 
CHANCEL CHOIR (high school through adult) will begin 
rehearsing this Fall on Thursday, September 6, 7:30-9pm in the 
Choir Room.  Rehearsals will continue on Thursday evenings in 
preparation for singing every Sunday at the 10am worship service. 
s Sunday morning warm-up time is 9:20 in the Choir Room.  
 

We are looking for new choir members - guaranteed seat on Sunday morning and 
fun rehearsals on Thursday nights! Understanding that work schedules are tough at 
times, singing in the choir is a great break to share in fellowship and relaxation. Not 
everyone can make every rehearsal and every Sunday, but we certainly appreciate 
your sharing musical talents whenever possible!! Come and give us a try!! 
 
CHORISTERS (Pre-K through 6th grade) usually rehearse for 1/2 hour 
following 10am worship on the 3 Sundays preceding their singing at 10am worship. 
The Fall schedule is as follows: 
 
Rehearse: Sunday, October 14, 21, 28 (11:10-11:40)   
Sing Sunday, November 4 during 10am worship (Warm-up rehearsal at 9:30am that 
morning) 
 
Rehearse: Sunday, December 9, 16 (11:10-11:40) 
Sing: Sunday, December 23rd at 10am worship (Warm-up rehearsal at 9:30am that 
morning)  
Sing: Christmas Eve, December 24 at the 5pm worship service. (Warm-up rehearsal 
time prior to service TBA) 
 
St. James' Ringers (BELL CHOIR) (high school through adult) will begin rehearsing 
on Sunday, September 30, 11:15-12:30 in the Choir Room. Rehearsals will then 
continue every Sunday (11:15-12:30 in the choir room.) WE NEED MORE HANDS 
to ring our beautiful bells! Please consider joining us and come to a rehearsal to get 
to know our members. We will teach you how to be ringers!  
 
The BELL CHOIR will play during the 10am worship service on Sunday, October 
28th and Sunday, December 9th. Warm-up rehearsal is at 9:15am on those 
Sundays.  
 
(Please contact Joanne F. Archibald, Director of Music Ministries if you have any 
questions regarding our music programs at St. James’ 
. joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org)  

mailto:joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org


ST. PETERSBURG MEN'S ENSEMBLE RETURNS TO ST. 
JAMES' on DECEMBER 2, 2018!!! SAVE THE DATE!! We are 
excited to announce a return performance by this highly 
professional acapella quartet. The Ensemble will be singing 
during 10AM worship on Sunday, December 2nd and will 
present a concert at 1PM.  After the 10am worship service, we 
will have a potluck luncheon in the Parish Hall to welcome the 
singers. They will be selling hand crafted Russian items and CDs 
(they just recorded a new CD in CA this past spring during their 
West Coast Tour). After lunch, we will gather in the sanctuary to 
hear them present a 90-minute concert of Russian and Western 

Classical music as well as Russian Folk Songs. YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS THIS! 
Those of us who heard them sing last year were totally amazed by their professionalism 
and musicality (mixed with humorous settings of folk songs). A free-will offering will be 
accepted (they can only accept cash for donations and purchases) to help offset their 
travel expenses and to thank them for their musical and cultural contribution to our 
community. Bring your family and friends!  

 

Worship Committee 
 

This is my first letter as head of the Worship Committee and as I look around at 
the church, I realize just how blessed we are at St James.  And I don’t mean just 
that we have a beautiful building, but the church as a people.  We have a loving, 
reverential, traditional worship service where together we praise God, listen to 
His words, pray for our needs and give thanks and then in communion connect 
deeply with each other and Jesus so that we can go forth and serve God in the 
world.  Every element of this worship service is supported by volunteers: Ushers 
and Greeters, Readers, Chalice Bearers, Acolytes to carry the cross and Altar 
Guild who set up and clean up, not to mention musician and more behind the 
scenes.  
  

There is a constant need for volunteers and the more volunteers the lighter the 
load.  Only the Church, i.e. you, can make our services so moving every Sunday.  
Maybe this year you can try on, if only for a season, a new role and take a part in 
our worship in some way.  We need you. 
 

I can’t thank those of you who already volunteer enough.  You make a real 
difference by bringing the gifts God gave you to share with your brothers and 
sisters in our church family.  I feel truly blessed by you and all that you do.  May 
God bless you!  
 

Jeanne Todaro 
 



 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Please bring a side dish or desert to share.  Burgers and Hot 
dogs will be provided 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Godly Play/Church School Choristers 
 
I hope you have all a wonderful summer and enjoyed the extra time with family 
and friends that summer often gives us all the opportunity to do. I am so 
excited about the new school year and Godly Play, which will be in its second 
year, beginning again. The first day of Godly Play will resume on September 
9th at 9:45 AM in the Godly Play classroom. Godly Play will run for the 
duration of the 10 AM Church Service. I am always looking for Godly Play 
Doorkeepers to volunteer in the classroom with me, please feel free to speak 
to me or email me at kerrysantoro@usa.net if you are interested in 
volunteering on a particular date or group of dates. Thank you to all who have 

mailto:kerrysantoro@usa.net


volunteered as Godly Play Doorkeepers in the past and thank you to Susie 
Sarkisian and Father Joseph for all your help and support of the Godly Play 
curriculum. Everyone is always welcome to observe a Godly Play class as well, 
please feel free to contact me if you are interested in doing that. I also 
look forward to working with Joanne Archibald, Director of Music Ministry, and 
the Church School Choristers again throughout the year.  
 
Parish Picnic 
 
Our Parish Picnic will be held on September 9th to kick off the new school 
year. It will be held directly after the 10 AM Service. Please bring a salad, 
side dish, or dessert to share. 
 
St. Nicholas Party 
 
Please save the date for Sunday, December 9th, for the annual St. Nicholas 
Party at St. James'. More details will follow in upcoming newsletters and 
bulletins. 
 
Youth Graduation and College 
 
Best of luck to Logan, Leah, and Daniel as they embark on their new journey as 
they begin college. Best of luck to Julia as she continues on her college 
journey. I have enjoyed working with you and getting to know you all since I 
came to St. James' in 2015, and I wish you all great success and happiness in 
your college careers. Thank you for all you have done for St. James'. 
 
Thank You 
 
I just want to thank Father Joseph for the past wonderful three years that I 
have been at St. James', for your leadership, guidance, and support. It has 
been a great honor for me to work with you. You will be greatly missed by all 
of us and I wish you and Jim all the best in your new journey ahead. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Kerry Santoro 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 



Vestry Meeting 
August 21, 2018  
7pm 
 
In attendance: Joseph Krasinski, Linda Spaziani, Jeanne Todaro, 
Rob Mondello, Lyn Meyers, Karen Montecalvo, Janet Brown, Susie 
Sarksian, Carolyn Flynn 
 
Absent: Victoria Woody, Bill Ostrand, Beth Cox 
 
Meeting called to order at 7pm. 
 
I. Opened with an oral tradition bible study based on 1 Corinthians 3: verses 5-9. All 
participated. 
 
II. Vestry Clerk resignation. Discussed resignation . Susie volunteered to take minutes 
Pro Tem for this meeting.  Until a short term replacement is found, vestry members will 
take turns helping out. 
 
III. Red  Doors Wide Open update.  

 Pray/Hope/Dream board has been a great success. Once it’s wiped clean, 

seems to fill back up very quickly. 

 Greeters- noted that there were none at church this past Sunday. Have been 

other Sundays where there were no healing prayer ministers, or chalice bearers, 

etc. Reminder to send any changes to Dilsa prior to printing of bulletin. This will 

be especially important in upcoming months when we have guest priests 

IV. June vestry minutes. Karen motioned to approve. Second by Janet. Minutes 
approved as submitted. 
 
V. Financials. Reviewed financials, which are typically discussed in July- but due to no 
vestry in July, they were reviewed at this meeting. Carolyn motioned to approve. Rob 
seconded. 
 
VI. Vestry spending amount. Discussion took place about decreasing the amount 
allowed to be spent without vestry approval. Has been a limit of $5K up until now, and 
three different bills of almost 5K have accumulated for buildings and grounds and 
repairs. All agreed to lower the limit to 2K. Rob motioned to approve. Lyn seconded.  
 
VII. Approval /Explanation of invoices. Recent invoices for B&G. 1st repair was to 
flashing separated from the building, sealed the flat part of the room. 2nd repair was to 



the area behind the Ascension window where water was leaking down. 3rd repair was to 
chimney with cement over the brick. Cement was starting to crumble.  
 
VIII.  Executive Session  
 
IX. Legal Fees.  A discussion took place around legal fees. For June/July, it’s up to 
$2639.50. Janet motioned to pay the bill. Seconded by Carolyn 
 
X. Rector’s retirement. Discussion took place around the logistics of Joseph’s upcoming 
retirement. All committees have been asked to help contribute to coffee hour send off 
this Sunday. The rectory will have some regular upkeep that will need to be maintained 
once the house is vacated: 2 humidifiers in the basement to empty regularly, lawn to 
mow (Ricky) weekly walkthroughs. Noted that house is due for interior painting. 
Discussion around the utilities and house maintenance. Reminder that all should 
‘unfriend’ Joseph and Jim on social media in order to comply with Safe Church protocol . 
(On that note, it was suggested we post the wifi password, and post Safe Church 
guidelines). 
Father Joseph requested to take his laptop with him. It’s 5 years old at this point. He 
must delete all files related to St. James and anything that would be considered 
proprietary property. Karen motioned to let him take the laptop. Lyn seconded. 
Also noted that his name must be removed from the alarm company call list. Will need to 
get different names listed- wardens? 
 
XI. Old Business. Daily Bread renovations. Rob presented plans for proposal which 
include DB putting in their own electric meter. This will be an interior renovation only. 
Nothing is final at this point, is in proposal stages only. The grant is only good until May 
2019.  Of concern is that they must be connected to our grease trap. 
Our grease trap is producing a bad smell when the closet opens in the kitchen. Rob 
suggested we approach the installer to correct the issue.  
 
XII. New Business. Encumbrance of Grounds. Things such as the sexton living on the 
grounds, or Daily Bread building will have to be approved by the Standing Committee in 
the near future.  
 
All Committee. Talked about having All Committee on the 1st Tuesday of both 
September and October (except Stewardship), during transitional time while waiting for 
Interim. Agreed to have All Committee on Sept 4, and October 2. All vestry are 
responsible for communicating to their respective committees. By-laws- will need to be 
redone at Annual Parish meeting. Question on whether or not we need   a list of the 
‘voting members’ of the congregation. Reminder that we will need to bring in a new clerk 
and 3 new vestry members. 
 
XIII. Closing prayer offered by Linda. 



 
PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER – September and October 2018 

 
"I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone" 

                                                              I Timothy 2:1 

Each month in our newsletter we include part of our alphabetical listing of the members 
of our congregation in the Parish Cycle of Prayer.  This month you are asked to hold the 
following members in your prayers: 

 
Elizabeth Egan; David & Marcella Emerito;Margaret Emerito; Harold & Josette Eynon 
Sean & Rebecca Fanning & Family; Anne Felizardo, Eugene & Shirley Fernekes 
Shirley Ferrarone; Randall & Elizabeth Fescoe; Joseph & Sally Fiorita  
Etura Fleming; Robert & Carolyn Flynn; Jason & Meghan Flynn & Family 

Sean & Janis Flynn & Family; Marcia Folderauer; Scott & Dawn Ford  

Helen Gallo; Theo Gammie; Wayne & Doreen Geist; Tancy Gemza; Madeline Franco 
Francis & Judith Toth; Carole Conaway; Lillian Heering; Dick & Mary Lou Johntson 

Frank Giarratana & Family; Melissa & Nicholas Gieda & Family; Doreen Gilliland 

Richard & Ruth Goetz; Vanessa Grant & Family; Scott & Michelle Grayson & Family 

Barbara Greene; Russell & Judith Griemsmann; Karen Haddad; Dianne Fleischer 

Erland Hagman; Cheryl Harewood; Ernest Harrington & Lyn Meyers; John Morris 

Linda Harrison, Mark & Kathryn Harrison & Family; Jean Hassen 

Dorothy Hoagg; John Hofmann; Denise Holl; Virginia Huff 

William & Vicki Hutchinson; Linda Immarigeon; Delores Ireland; Lillian Heering 

Catherine Jaber-Kreiger; Edith Janesky; Carl & Susan Johnson; Catherine Johnson 

Amanda Johnson; James Johnson; Robert Johnson; Robert & Leslie Johnson 

Deborah Kaufmann; Denise Kaufmann; Carol Kelly; Margaret Kelly 

Yvonne Kiddoe; Nancy Kinkade; Nancy Haplin; Stephen & Amanda Huntley & Family 
Joseph Krasinski & James Hughes; Christopher Kuell & Cristine DiMeglio  

Nicholas Kuell; Grace Kuell; Harry & Jill Kuhn; Adam & Sherry Kyriacou & Family 

Kevin & Susan Lally; Sheila & Richard Landis; Roma Landry; Pat Larsen  

Ethel Leahey; Laura Lee & David Katz; Daniel & Marion Liberati; Kerlen & Letty Lim 

Walter & Louise Liston & Family; Lillian MacBain; Francis Mann & Maureen Bent 

Wendi McCabe; David & Ingrid McCarthly; Jane McGarry; Ashwin Robin Raj 

Maria McGowan; John & Loretta McLaughlin; Suzanne McLean 

Mark Meyer & Family; Margaret Mirabito; May Molinaro; Linda & Robert Parker 

Robert & Deborah Mondello & Family; Elise Montanari; Albert & Karen Montecalvo 

Franklin Moore & Carlos Diaz; Doris Morgan; George Mosher; Kathleen Mould  

Dan & Gretchen Mullin; Su Murdock; John & Virginia Murphy; Elizabeth Mussgnug 

Alexander Nahas; Sandra Nichols & Family; Victoria O’Connor; John O’Hern  
William Ostrand & Marco Ostrand-Costa; Donald & Maryellen Owens & Family  

 



The ministry of the people of St. James’ Episcopal Church is led by  

the Wardens and Vestry and assisted by the Clergy and Staff. 

Wardens               Rector 

Joe Walkovich The Rev. Dr. Joseph A. Krasinski 

Janet Brown  joseph@saintjamesdanbury.org 

Treasurer  Deacon 

Linda Spaziani  The Reverend Carolyn Legg 

Clerk   sealeg@sbcglobal.net 

 Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper 

Vestry Dilsa Quade 

William Ostrand (2019) welcome@saintjamesdanbury.org  

Susie Sarkisian  (2020) Director of Religious Education 

Karen Montecalvo  (2019) Kerry Santoro 

Jeanne Todaro  (2021)         dre@saintjamesdanbury.org                                                                                                                                     

Lyn Meyers (2021)                                           Director of Music 

Victoria Woody  (2020) Joanne F. Archibald 

Carolyn Flynn (2021) joannearchibald@saintjamesdanbury.org 

Beth Cox      (2020)  Sexton 

Robert Mondello (2019)  Jose Lopez Sanz 

ECCT  Delegates  

Dan Cox & Marion Liberati  
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