The Letter of Saint James’
St. James’ Episcopal Church

The parish of St. James’ ministers to all people in the name of Jesus Christ.

September
So . . . WHERE ARE WE NOW IN OUR TRANSITION PROCESS?
Members of our Discernment Team, along with Junior Warden Janet Brown and
Recruitment Team Chair Dan Cox, completed one more step to move us forward:
meeting with Diocesan Bishop Ian Douglas. Bishop Ian is St. James’ Bishop-of-Record,
which means he is the Bishop who helps finalize the call to our new Rector. This
gathering was an opportunity for Bishop Ian to get to know us better, and thus have
his eyes more fully open for the perfect potential candidates to send our way.
One piece of feedback Bishop Ian gave us was to consider trading our traditional
picture of the church building with a picture of the Prayer Wall on our publications.
The buildings are where we gather – the people are followers of Jesus anointed to do
the work we have been given to do: to love and serve God as faithful witnesses of Christ
our Lord. And so, another encouragement was to really lift up and talk about the
ministries of the parish as God’s Mission working through us. (Don’t miss the article
inside about this year’s stewardship conversation!)
Chris Kuell and the Discernment Team are tweaking the website as we speak. Dan
Cox and the Recruitment Team plan to start the work of getting the information online so that potential candidates can begin
applying by mid-Sept (?) and working on
interview questions and procedures.

In the Meantime . . . .
the BEST WAY to get caught up
after your summer hiatus:

Join us for our Annual Picnic Sunday
Sept 8 (rain or shine!)
Hamburgers, hotdogs and all the fixins’ will be
provided. Please bring a sidedish or dessert to
share.

From Your Interim-Priest-in-Charge
Why do we call it faith “formation”?
It all begins with our baptisms
Spiritual (or Faith) Formation is:
our continuing response to the reality of God’s grace
shaping us into the likeness of Jesus Christ, through the
work of the Holy Spirit, in the community of faith, for the
sake of the world.
This definition from Jeffrey Greenman’s “Life in the Spirit: Spiritual Formation in
Theological Perspectives” is one of the best definitions I have heard, and also describes
what it means To Be The Church.
What used to be called “Sunday School”, really began as an exploration of what it means
to be “marked as Christ’s own forever”. Somewhere along the journey, this “teaching”
often stopped at 6th grade, with perhaps Confirmation unfortunately acting as
“graduation”. The truth is, we Christians – followers of Christ – are on a life-long
journey, learning anew everyday what it means to be formed (shaped) into the image of
Jesus Christ, so that we take our place in his ongoing mission of healing and
reconciliation. Everything we do, every breath we breathe, is intended by God to show is
how to grow into life-giving, love sharing, imitators of Christ.
One essence of the Episcopal Church that I cherish
is the acknowledgement that the questions that arise
in our hearts are invitations from God to draw
closer. As expressed in our Eucharistic prayer, we
acknowledge God as the One who created us with
intentional great diversity; who then “blessed us
with memory, reason, and skill” and “made us rulers
of creation”. And then we acknowledge our human
frailty in that we often betray the intended use of
those gifts. God’s own Word Made Flesh in Jesus,
then, gives us concrete examples and re-invites us to
wonder about our meaning and purpose that
express our true essence given to us at our birth.
Every time we renew our baptismal vows – will we . . . continue in the apostles
teachings, will we persevere in resisting evil, will we proclaim by word and
example, will we seek and serve Christ, will we strive for justice and peace . . . we
acknowledge the need to ask questions. We also acknowledge that none of us owns
the truth. God reveals God’s truth through our collective lives, lived together.

What Preparations are WE Making – as a Congregation –
to Call our Next Rector?
Our next Rector is out there praying for guidance in finding a parish that
seeks to be alive in Christ, vibrant, passionate, living in God’s love. Remember
last spring’s Rapid Financial Feasibility Study? Many of our parishioners
participated in interviews with an outside consultant to explore the potential
capacity and resources we have to raise funds for our increased involvement
in God’s Mission. What we heard, is that we at Saint James’ are passionate
about our lives together, passionate about our work together, passionate
enough to give what we have to continue the work we have been given to do.
We stopped short of pursuing a fund-raising effort, because we are still
learning how to allow that passion to inspire us to greater heights – to dream
the dreams of God. This year’s Stewarship theme picks up this crucial
conversation.
Before you “just fill out” your pledge card this year, we are asking that we all
stop for a moment, and consider the passions that draw us together, and the
resources needed to move into this new life together. Pay attention to the

stirrings of your heart – for that is where God is speaking to YOU.
Sharing those heart-stirrings with your faith-family is where God’s
mission and ministry takes shape.

What is Your passion?

Faith Formation Opportunities for our Children
Last June, we offered our gratitude and said good-bye to Kerry Santoro, our
Director of Religious Education, who honored her need to spend more time
with her family. For reasons both practical (financial) and spiritual (we have
tremendous “in-house” capacity), we decided not to hire new staff.
Thanks to parishioners Susie Sarkisian and Sandi Nichols, Godly Play will continue
to be offered for our younger children (pre-K through 3rd grade).
What is Godly Play?
Children have an innate sense of the presence of God. The Godly Play approach
helps them to explore their faith through story, to gain religious language and to
enhance their spiritual experience though wonder and play. Based on Montessori
principles and developed using a spiral curriculum, the Godly Play method serves
children through early, middle and late childhood and beyond. Come join us!
Our older elementary and middle school youth are in need of “something more” and
will be offered separate enrichment Godly Play opportunities as well as fuller
participation in worship leadership and mission outreach. Helena Hawkshawe
offers her leadership and is working with Rev. Lisa on the creation of a projectoriented
THEME OF THE YEAR – God’s Story:
Liturgical seasons – how we tell God’s
Story
Bible – where the stories come from
Saints – who are the heroes of God’s
Story?/How do we join in the Story?
We are still in need of “door-keepers”,
adults who simply offer their presence
and their own gifts of welcome and of
wondering during class. Who among
you will offer one Sunday a
month/every six weeks/twice a year to
be part of a team of adult-presence for
our children? Training/support
provided.

MUSIC NEWS!!
FINAL 2019 SUMMER FAMILY CHOIR ON SUNDAY, September 8th. The Chancel
Choir and the Children’s Choristers, along with any other willing souls, will be
singing at the 10am service before the parish picnic this day. Meet in the Choir
Room at 9:25 to rehearse “Jesus Loves the Little Children” and “Jesus Loves Me”. We
will not be wearing robes or processing so feel free to join us for this final hurrah
before the regular choir season begins! All are welcome!!
Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing on Thursday evenings again beginning on
September 5th. Rehearsals are open to all high school through adult age persons
and usually run from 7:30pm-8:50pm in the Choir Room (on the left as you
descend the stairs from the fellowship hall.) Please consider joining us this Fall as
we warm up our voices and prepare for the coming Advent Season. The Chancel
Choir sings at the 10am Sunday worship service every week and has a warm-up
time on Sunday mornings beginning at 9:20.
St. James’ Ringers (Handbell Choir) will begin the Fall season with a miniworkshop on Sunday, September 15th at 11:20-12:30pm, following the 10am
worship service. Please join us in the Choir Room (on the left as you descend the
stairs from the fellowship hall) after you’ve stopped at coffee hour for a brief treat.
We will be working on handbell techniques and basic music notation. This is a great
opportunity to try ringing a handbell and learning about our choir. New members
are needed so that we can utilize the full 3 octaves of bells we own. Middle School
age-through Adult ringers are welcomed in this choir. We will teach you how to read
the music! No worries!
Children’s Choristers (usually sing 4-6 times at the 10AM Sunday service
throughout the school year) will rehearse on Sunday, September 22nd at
11:30am-noon in the Sanctuary and again on Sunday, September 29th at 9:30AM
to prepare a song for the 10AM worship on September 29th. This choir is open to all
children PreK-5th grade.
CALLING ALL CHILDREN WHO WORSHIP AT 8AM SUNDAY SERVICE!!! Director
of Music Ms. Joanne would like to offer the opportunity for these children to
participate in worship occasionally by ringing one of our KidzPlay handbells or by
singing. There will be a brief 5-10 minute interest meeting immediately
following 8am worship on Sunday, September 15th. Please meet Ms. Joanne by
the piano in the sanctuary so we can discuss a plan of action!

RED DOORS CONCERT SERIES
FALL DATES –
Mark your calendars!
Sat. Oct. 5
7pm; Hans Uwe Hielscher,
Carillonneur and Organist from Wiesbaden,
Germany will perform an Organ Recital in
our sanctuary, preceded by several
selections on our historic carillon. Hans has
performed over 3500 organ recitals around
the world and is a published composer of some 50 organ works!
Sat. Nov. 30 7pm;
St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble from Russia.
We welcome back this amazing, award-winning a
cappella quartet who will sing Russian Classic,
Sacred and Folk Music. They will have CDs of
their music and Russian Folk Art items for cash
sale.
Both concerts are free to the public (invite your
friends, co-workers and families). Free-will cash
donations are gratefully accepted to help offset
the artists’ travel expenses. These two concerts
are partially funded by the Danbury Cultural
Commission and donations from previous
concerts.
THANK YOU!!!
****To Christel Davis for arranging the Summer Carillon Concert Series artists.
There were many people who enjoyed this beautiful music in St. James’ garden this
year.
****To our anonymous sponsor of the Summer Carillon Concert Series.
****To Lyn Meyers and Ernie Harrington for hosting our guest carillonneur from
Canada.
****To all those who participated in our summer music during worship.

A New Community Collaboration Ministry

The Laundry Love of Greater Danbury launch on August 14 was a great success! We
had five guests on opening day and our hosts felt blessed to be able to provide them
with free laundry services. While machines were running, hosts had an opportunity
to chat with the guests and get to know them. They all had a story to share with us.
Spending time with them is a wonderful experience that volunteers appreciate as
well. It was very uplifting to all of us and we are eager to continue developing these
relationships and forming new ones as this partnership grows in Danbury. Guests
were extremely grateful for our presence and promised to “spread the good news”
of Laundry Love to their friends.
Thanks to all who have so generously donated to Laundry Love, we have reached
our pledge goal of $1200 for the year. Our Got Sneakers drum and detergent bottle
will remain at the back of the church as we continue accepting donations. Donations
will not only continue to provide laundry services to our Danbury guests, they will
also enable us to provide healthy snacks to them as well.
Laundry Love is a partnership between people in need, people and organizations
who care, and businesses seeking to lift up our community. If you would like to
volunteer as a host at events, please contact Mimi Herald (mherald13@gmail.com)
or Denise Holl (drholl@yahoo.com). If you would like to check us out prior to
committing, you are welcome to stop by at our next event on Wednesday, Sept. 11
anytime between 1-7pm and shadow one of the volunteers to see how easy &
rewarding the process is. We host events the 2nd Wednesday of every month.
Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry.

Please don’t forget your Pledge
As the summer comes to a close and we get back into the swing of things, we ask
that if you missed a pledge payment that you kindly get caught up. As of August 11th
we are $13,000 behind on our pledges from those who committed to pay weekly or
monthly. This represents about 15% past due. During this time of transition, we
need to make sure we are fulfilling our commitments to the mission that St. James' is
known for and relied on in the Greater Danbury Community. If there is a pastoral
reason as to why you can not fulfill your obligation please speak with Rev. Lisa.

Hospitality Ministry
By Beth Cox
New Visitor Bags! During a recent meeting, we decided to re-introduce the idea of
visitor bags, this time including more inspirational items and a greater number of
items in each bag. Thank you to Denise Holl for creating the “Friendship Soup” mix
jars (with recipe attached) and to Mimi Herald for finding the religious bookmarks.
We also included small stones etched with inspirational words, a St. James’ magnet,
a few brochures (St. James’, Red Doors, and Laundry Love), two crosses (one to keep
and one to pass along); and a St. James’ pen. Also, Janet Brown asked the Anderson
children to decorate some of the bags. Thank you to Janet and Mimi for assembling
12 bags on a very hot July Sunday after church!

In August, we arranged a “Getting to Know You” dinner that Kathy and Jehad
Sabbagh graciously agreed to host at their home. Approximately 15 of our newer
parishioners were invited to spend time and ask questions of our Hospitality
members, our Interim, and a few of our parishioners who have been long-time
members of St. James’. The evening was such a wonderful event that we hope to
organize another dinner in the future.
If you are interested in joining this ministry, please contact me, Beth Cox, Chair at 203743-9979 or cox4000@sbcglobal.net. Or just join us as we meet on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Library.

Growing in Faith Ministry
By Jeanne Todaro
Sometimes it can be tough in today’s contemporary world to connect to God, and we
might wonder where God is in what we see going on around us. For me the Growing
in Faith offerings last year such as the Dwelling in the Word study group, the
summer book study, the Lenten Quiet Day and the movie nights have brought me
closer to God and my friends at St James. Because of my participation, my faith and
my ability to hear Gods voice truly feels stronger.
Our ministry team is working on plans to create more opportunities this fall to
connect with God and each other.If you have ideas about faith formation learning
opportunities that would appeal to you, please let us know!

Dwelling in the Word resumes
Monday September 16
6:30 PM
Come join the conversation!
A reflections on our Summer Book Study
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race
By Denise Holl
Born before, and growing up in the 60’s, I have many memories of race relations,
participating by way of discussion in school and watching news events of the day. I did
not grow up in a racially mixed community, but my brother and I were taught to be
respectful of others, their beliefs and traditions. We were not better than anyone else,
regardless of the color of our skin, or what we had. I’ve always been curious about
different cultures and inquire about a person’s ethnic background as a way of getting to
know and understand them. I appreciate our differences and enjoy sharing stories with
people of other cultures. So, I was reluctant to read about white privilege and racism
since I don‘t believe all white people are racist or take advantage of their so-called
privilege.
I grew up in a very different middle-class than Debby Irving, author of Waking Up
White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race. In reading her book, I found her to be
very naïve or very sheltered by her parents, in that she was not aware of the racism that
existed in our country when she was growing up. It was as though it was never
discussed in her private school environment, or at home, and she never listened to, or
watched the news.
I did, however, find her description of the system of racism quite accurate. In our group,
we had thoughtful discussions about how American history is taught from the point of
view of the winners and we believed all we were taught American history through the
lens of patriotism. We discussed the G.I. Bill was denied to African-Americans when
they came home after serving in WWII. We also discussed the impact of city planning
and development that can negatively impact non-white citizens while advancing the lifestyle and economic conditions of those in power, how schools and businesses can prey on
people of color. Racism is not a new concept. It has been going on since the beginning
of time. I certainly don’t believe all white people are racists any more than people of
other races are racist. But I believe we need to admit that the system exists and discuss
together how we can break down the walls in that system and better promote anti-racism
in our communities, standing up for all people when we see injustice in our community
and the world. After all, this is the mission of the church; to restore all people to unity
with God and each other in Christ (BCP, pg.855).

September’s Mission-of-the-Month: el Hogar and Maria!
The second annual Wings Over Maria chicken-wing cookoff is scheduled for Sat.,
Sept. 21 in the Parish Hall from 6 - 8 pm. This year we
expect over 15 different types of wings for you to sample and
judge, along with salads and breads and desserts. Hot dogs
will be available for anyone who might not enjoy a massive
amount of delicious wings—hard as that is to imagine. We’ll
even have vegetarian wings, although to be honest, I’m not
sure if the wings or the chickens are vegetarians! Regardless,
please plan on joining in the fun and help us crown this year’s
winner. It’s for a great cause, supporting our student Maria
Dejesus at the El hogar residential school in Honduras (adults $10, kids $5). And
remember, it’s not about the heat, but all about the flavor! If you have questions or
want to cook up a dish, contact Chris Kuell (203.730.8884).

Celebrate Our Life Together: Mission, Ministry, Food Fun and Maria!
We are about to achieve complete success in supporting Maria de Jesus, our student
at El Hogar, for the third year! We are $400 away from meeting our 2019 financial
commitment to this child, whom we love as child of God and member of our church
family. We are blessed to extend our God-center community across boundaries,
demonstrating that the love of God in Jesus Christ is the only power that bridges
divides. We support this child because God has called us to love others as he has
loved us. The New Testament Letter of James’ encourages us: Religion that is pure
and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. James 1:27.
Although we are in the midst of transition we remain faithful to our calling. Please
come celebrate with us, or simply donate, making your check in any amount to Saint
James’ with El Hogar in the memo.

Work Shirt Saturday Sept 14
Join us in the care of the property with which we are blessed
Opportunities for all ages and all levels of ability
Daily Bread Food Pantry to be Renovated
After a year of grant proposal work, the Daily Bread Food Pantry has received funds
and approval to begin construction. Saint James' is honored to play a supporting role
in the ministry of Daily Bread and this much-needed renovation. As we know from
past experience with our own kitchen renovation, disturbances in space usage can
cause elbows to bump. We can alleviate bruises by asking questions and keeping the
communication flow open. Gary Rogers, Janet Brown, and Rev. Lisa will be your
conduits. Please come to us with any questions/concerns, as we stay connected
with each other.
Just so you know  the demolition will begin as early as the FIRST week of Sept, - they expect
to be done no later than first week of Nov.
 dry food (rice and cereal foods stored in plastic bins) will be moved to
our auditorium stage [NOTE: they had hoped to use the partitioned area in
Luckinbill Hall. Due to the Sept 21 Wings Fest fundraiser and the Sept 28
Stewardship Dinner, arranged for food to be moved to the hall in Oct, if the
arrangement upstairs becomes a hardship for their volunteers. The previous
rat infestation that occurred upstairs happened when food was moved into
the offices/off of stage and not in plastic bins AND during construction next
door that dug up previous rat habitation.
 one freezer may be stored in Luckinbill Hall by the kitchen door - We also
will keep our kitchen refrigerator cleaned out each Sunday so that they
can bring food in for Monday and Friday distribution. DB has arranged for
other fresh and frozen food to be stored elsewhere and bring in only what is
needed for distribution each week.
 Food distribution on Monday and Friday mornings will occur in the
Hall, rather than under tents outside
 a construction dumpster will be right in front of the pantry during the
demolition part (1-2 weeks)
 3-4 cars/trucks will be in parking lot for the crew; if we have something
going on during the day (such as Dorothy Day meal prep) we can ask them to
unload tools/materials and park elsewhere
Please come to Gary, Janet, or Rev. Lisa with any questions/concerns you have.
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PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER – September 2019
"I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions and thanksgivings be
made for everyone"
I Timothy 2:1

Each month in our newsletter we include part of our alphabetical listing of the
members of our congregation in the Parish Cycle of Prayer. This month you are
asked to hold the following members in your prayers:
Nicholas Kuell; Grace Kuell; Harry & Jill Kuhn; Adam & Sherry Kyriacou & Family
Kevin & Susan Lally; Sheila & Richard Landis; Pat Larsen; Lillian MacBain
Ethel Leahey; Laura Lee & David Katz; Daniel & Marion Liberati; Kerlen & Letty Lim
Maria McGowan; John & Loretta McLaughlin; Suzanne McLean
Mark Meyer & Family; May Molinaro; Michelle Cullen; Patricia Reynolds
Robert & Deborah Mondello & Family; Elise Montanari; Albert & Karen Montecalvo
Franklin Moore & Carlos Diaz; George Mosher; Kathleen Mould
Su Murdock; John & Virginia Murphy; Stephen & Amanda Huntley & Family
Sandra Nichols & Family; Victoria O’Connor; John O’Hern; Robert Reynolds
William Ostrand & Marco Ostrand-Costa; Donald & Maryellen Owens & Family
Betsy Pankulis; Andy & Nena Pankulis; Barbara Parks; Anthony & Lisa Marsico
Robert & Patricia Pearson; Julia Pearson; Etura Pierce; Sally Pierce
Richard & Erma Rausch; Richard Rausch & Luciana Correia & Family
Roderick Rigby; Edward & Kathleen Rogers; Gary Rogers; Sally Roscoe; Jill Sousa
Domenic & Linda Spaziani; Barbara Ruiz; Howard Rusk; Jehad & Kathy Sabbagh
Leslie Sanford; Ricky Lopez & Family; Mark & Susan Sarkisian & Family
Sayers Family; Michael & Toni Scalzo & Family; Duane Schirmer & Vicky CreaSchirmer & Family; Linda Schmidt-Giannini; Nancy Schofield; Richard Shaboo
Irene Simonelli; Jill Simonelli; Simonelli Family; Elaine Sleath; Calista Smith
Anthony Spaziani; Anita Staib; Kelly Stein; Ann Stephenson; Mark Stirling
Loraine Subryan; Sueiro Family; David & Kathi Swanson; Gina Andress
Switzer Family; James & Susan Tarrant & Family; Barbara Torres
Joan Tarrant & Family; Bill & Laurie-Jean Thalman; Roland Thibodeau
Arthur Tuttle; Constance Tyrell; Ann Velazquez Ruiz; Joseph Walkovich
Joseph Ward; Janice Webb; Lewis Westfall; Gregg & Kathleen Wilbert;
Harold Williams; Robert Wirag; Brenda Benton, Virginia Benton, Dean Berardo
Carnell & Victoria Woody & Family; John & Nora Zahner & Family; Edward Long
Martin & Janis Anderson & Family; Jason & Meghan Flynn & Family
Linda Arbitelle; Joanne, Archibald & Family; Richard & Harriet Arthur & Family
Raymond & Karen Beaudry; Harold & Marie McCarthy; Donna Smith
Katie & Ryan Beaudry & Family; Kim Malara & Betsy Bergeron; Yvonne Kiddoe

